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By the time you read 
this foreword, I will 
have (hopefully) 

finally arrived in person at 
the Museum. Since starting on July 1st in my new 
role as the Executive Director of the Museum of 
Russian Icons, I have been working remotely from 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands. American immigra-
tion services, as well as the American Consulate in 
Brussels, did their job very thoroughly I have to say! 

The two and a half months that I worked from the 
other side of the Atlantic were filled with Zoom meet-
ings with all different people, as well as visits to 
some of my new colleagues, museum directors, and 

From the Director’s Desk
curators in the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, and 
France. While I am eager to set foot in Massachusetts, 
this long-distance period allowed me the time and 
space to reflect on and review the Museum’s work-
ings with a particular focus on our new strategic plan 
(more details to come!) for the coming five years. 

I am excited to meet many more of you: together, 
we can make the Museum even more vibrant 
than it is already. I am confident of your support 
in this endeavor, and I can assure you that I am 
very much looking forward to it. Let’s work together 
on a bright future for our wonderful institution! 

Simon Morsink, Executive Director

A New Treasure at the Museum  

This intriguing and high-quality 17th-century icon depicts the Mother 
of God of the Life-Giving Source painted in the Veneto-Cretan style. 
Here, the Mother of God is depicted with the Christ Child seated in 

a chalice-shaped fountain from which water flows into a trough below. 
In the upper left and right corners are angels, each holding a scroll. The 
half-naked figure to the lower left side looks up in astonishment at a 
small demon that has just left the man’s body through his mouth, while 
a woman carrying a child approaches the healing waters. To the lower 
right, a crippled man with crutch is depicted with another figure, who is 
drinking from the life-giving source. This beautiful icon however holds a 
secret: who was its painter? Of course, most icons were painted by monks 
who did not sign their work, but from the 15th century onward on the 
island of Crete signing icons became more popular. This icon is signed 
as well. I challenge you to find the (partly worn) signature which is written 
in Greek. Will you be the one who “cracks the code” and identifies the master behind this icon?

We are immensely grateful to Dr Emilio Bizzi who donated this rare and important work of art to the Museum.

17th Century Greek icon of the Virgin of the Life-Giving 
Source (possibly Crete). Gift of Dr. Emilio Bizzi.
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OPENING SOON
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November 3, 2022 – February 13, 2023

The Museum is pleased to showcase three icons painted on the 
boards of ammunition boxes by Oleksandr Klymenko and Sofia Atlan-
tova, a husband-wife artistic team from Kyiv. 

The project “Buy an Icon—Save a Life” was developed by Atlanto-
va and Klymenko after the 2014 Russian invasion of Ukraine when 
Klymenko encountered empty wooden ammunition boxes from 

combat zones and noted their resemblance to icon boards (doski). By repurposing the panels, the project strives 
to “transform death (symbolized by ammo boxes) into life (traditionally symbolized by icons in Ukrainian culture). 
The goal, this victory of life over death, happens not only on the figurative and symbolic level but also in reality 
through these icons on ammo boxes.” 

Exhibitions of the ammo box icons have been staged 
throughout Europe and North America to raise awareness of 
the ongoing war in Ukraine. In addition, sales have provid-
ed substantial funds to support the Pirogov First Volunteer 
Mobile Hospital, the largest nongovernmental undertaking 
to provide medical assistance to the Donbas region. The 
Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 strengthened 
the resolve of Atlantova and Klymenko to continue painting 
icons on boards taken back from the frontlines.

Artists for Ukraine:  
Transforming Ammo Boxes into Icons

The Savior on Camouflage, Oleksandr Klymenko, 2018 
On loan from Franklin Sciacca

Icon of the Archangel Michael, Sofia Atlantov, 2022 
On loan from Catherine Mannick

Scan this QR code with your phone to learn more 
about the “Buy an Icon – Save a Life” project.
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WORKSHOPS

Birchbark Ornaments  
with Penny Hewitt
Saturday, December 10, 1:00-5:00pm  
Members $165, Not-yet-members $180 
Limited to 10 participants, registration required by 
December 1. 

Enjoy the simple pleasure of crafting a decoration 
or gift from materials responsibly sourced and hand 
harvested in Northern Vermont. Utilizing techniques 
common to the Russian 
and Scandinavian styles of 
basketry, you will craft birds 
and stars using strips of 
inner bark from the paper 
birch tree. Each partic-
ipant will make a total 
of three ornaments. 
Included in the work-
shop is a discussion 
of the many uses and 
qualities of birch bark and 
how the material is harvested and 
prepared.

Mushroom Tinctures  
with Rachel Goclawski
Saturday, November 19, 10:00am-12:30pm  
Members $40, Not-yet-members $50 
Limited to 12 participants, registration required by 
November 7. 

Learn about native wild medicinal mushrooms and 
how you can forage them, plus prepare your own jar 
of Mushroom Tincture during this info-packed work-
shop and lecture! While we learn the identification, 
preparation, and medicinal qualities of these mush-
rooms with an interactive presentation, we will be 
brewing and sipping native Reishi tea and learning 

how to make tincture and tonic 
from medicinal mushrooms. 

You’ll leave with native 
wild mushrooms to take 

home, along with written 
instructions and mush-
room info sheets. 
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Opening for the installation  
Swan Lake: 145 Years of History and Triumph
Sunday, November 13, 10:00am-4:00pm 
Free with admission (p. 6)

Workshop: Mushroom Tinctures with Rachel 
Goclawski
Saturday, November 19, 10:00am-12:30pm  
Members $40, Not-yet-members $50 
Limited to 12 participants, registration required by  
November 7. (p. 4)

DECEMBER
Member Holiday Open House
December 3, 6:00-8:00pm

Free First Sunday 
Sunday, December 4, 10:00am-4:00pm 

Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy of 
the Nypro Foundation. 

Workshop: Birchbark Ornaments  
with Penny Hewitt
Saturday, December 10,  
1:00-5:00pm  
Members $165,  
Not-yet-members $180 
Limited to 10 participants, 
registration required by 
December 1. (p. 4)

OCTOBER
Free First Sunday 
Sunday, October 2, 10:00am-4:00pm 

Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy 
of the Nypro Foundation. 

Virtual Lecture 
Mary’s Spirit: Icons of the  
Dormition and Other Haunting Presences
Saturday, October 22, 1:00-2:00pm 
Members $5, Not-yet-members $9 
Registration required by Friday, October 21.  
The Zoom link will be emailed the morning of the program.  
(p. 6)

NOVEMBER
Free First Sunday 
Sunday, November 6, 10:00am-4:00pm

Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy 
of the Nypro Foundation. 

Book Launch and Author’s Talk: Visible Image 
of the Invisible God: A Guide to Russian and 
Byzantine Icons
Sunday, November 6, 1:00-3:00pm 
Free (p. 7)

Virtual Lecture: Think of a Door
Saturday, November 12, 1:00-2:00pm Members $5, 
Not-yet-members $9 
Registration required by Friday, November 11. The Zoom link 
will be emailed the morning of the program. (p. 7)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

PROGRAM REGISTRATION
Register for all programs & workshops online. Visit www.museumofrussianicons.org/calendar or 
scan the QR code with your phone | Program fees are non-refundable
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Virtual Lecture 
Mary’s Spirit: Icons 
of the Dormition 
and Other Haunting 
Presences

Saturday, October 22, 1:00-2:00pm 
Members $5, Not-yet-members $9 
Registration required by Friday, October 21. The Zoom link 
will be emailed the morning of the program.

This talk, by Brett Donohoe, PhD candidate at Harvard 
University in the Department of Slavic Languages and 
Literatures, details the mystical, supernatural power that 
emanates from Orthodox icons. Using the depiction of the 
spirit of the Virgin Mary which appears in dormition icons 
as an invitation to the ghostly realm, this presentation will 
catalogue different iconic apparitions across traditions and 
genres, as well as presenting narratives of miracle-working 
and havoc-wreaking icons.

Installation Opening  
Swan Lake: 145 Years of  
History and Triumph
Sunday, November 13, 10:00am-4:00pm 
Free with admission 

Join collector and ballet instructor Yana 
Veselova for a day dedicated to ballet. 
Be among the first to view Swan Lake: 

145 Years of History and Triumph, 
an exhibition of photographs, 

costumes, and historic documents 
in the Museum’s auditorium. Activities 
will run all day, and a wine and cheese 

reception will begin at 2:00pm. For 
the full schedule, please see the 

Museum’s website.

Member Holiday Open House
Saturday, December 3, 6:00-8:00pm

Members are encouraged to bring a nonmember 
friend to our annual Holiday Open House. You’ll enjoy 
live music by the Slavic Tunes Choir, sweet treats, 
and the lighting of our spectacular holiday tree in 
the main gallery. We’ll also offer a special friends 
and family discount in the Museum Shop that night.

So get your holiday spirit on and round up some 
friends to introduce to the Museum. RSVP on our 
website by Monday, November 28. museumof-
russianicons.org/openhouse.
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Installation: 
Tree of Life: Birch Icons Through the Ages
November 10, 2022 – January 29, 2023

Curated by Simone Tricca

The birch tree serves many purposes in Slavic culture – it is a versatile 
material for traditional crafts, an ancient symbol of sorrow and renewal, 
and a representation of the land and people. Centered around six unique 
icons created by Siberian artist Vladimir Tulyak from layers of birch bark, this 
installation brings together representations of birch in Slavic art, poetry, and 
craft. Seen together, these works create connections between the traditional, 
pagan roots of the birch motif and its later uses in Christian belief and 
contemporary Slavic life. 

Vladimir Tulyak, Mother of God of Jerusalem

Book Launch & 
Author’s Talk
Sunday, November 6,  
1:00-3:00pm 
Free 

Join Museum docent and 
author Dennis J. Sardella for 
the launch of his new book 
Visible Image of the Invis-

ible God: A Guide to Russian and Byzantine Icons, 
published by Paraclete Press. This vibrantly illustrated 
book introduces readers to icons and explores their 
origin, historical evolution, complex symbolic language, 
and role in the spiritual and liturgical life of the Eastern 
Churches, both Orthodox and Catholic. Those who are 
knowledgeable about Russian icons and Byzantine 
icons, as well as newcomers, will find Visible Image 
of the Invisible God to be a treasured resource. Light 
refreshments will be served, and Dennis will give a 
short talk at 1:30pm.

Virtual Lecture: Think of a Door  
Saturday, November 12, 1:00-2:00pm  
Members $5, Not-yet-members $9 
Registration required by Friday, November 11. The 
Zoom link will be emailed the morning of the program.

In this talk, artist and researcher Zara Worth will 
discuss her research into the visual, symbolic, and 
metaphoric similarities between Eastern Orthodox 
icons and contemporary smartphones. By sharing her 
research process and art, Worth will 
illustrate how her practice allows 
us to consider how Eastern Ortho-
dox icons can offer new ways of 
understanding contemporary 
digital culture, its presence in 
everyday life, and our relation-
ship to networked handheld 
devices today. 
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Hours:  
Thursday - Sunday, 10:00am - 4:00pm

Admission: 
FREE for Museum members 
Adults, $12 
Seniors, $10 
Students (with ID), $5 
Children 13 - 17, $5 
Children under 13, FREE

WHEN YOU VISIT

Free admission on the first Sunday 
of each month courtesy of the 

Nypro Foundation. Oh What Fun!  
Shopping Local at the Museum
It’s hard to believe, but before long jackets will come 
out of storage and we’ll be searching for those 
special holiday gifts for friends and family. Well, 
look no further than the Museum Shop. A unique 
array of holiday-themed nesting dolls, wooden 
Santas, ornaments, books, cards, jewelry, 
calendars, and so much more will fill the 
shelves and cases and delight your loved ones.

For the person who has everything, a Museum 
membership is just the ticket. It supports the 
Museum and is the gift that lasts all year.

The Museum of Russian Icons vehemently condemns the military 
aggression on the sovereign country of Ukraine. 

We stand with the courageous citizens of Ukraine and Russia who 
oppose this senseless act of war.


