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ABOUT
The Museum is located at  
203 Union Street 
Clinton, MA 01510 
978.598.5000 
www.museumofrussianicons.org

Hours: 
By reservation: Call 978.598.5000 
Friday–Sunday: 11AM–5PM 
Closed Monday–Thursday

Admission:  
FREE for Museum Members! 
Adults $12 
Seniors (65+) $10 
Students (with ID) $5 
Children (13–17) $5  
Children under 13 FREE

FREE admission with reservations 
on the first Sunday of the month!

Face-coverings are required.

The Museum of Russian Icons  
is a proud member of:

Support for First Sunday  
free admission provided by:

N 
F 
YPRO 

OUNDATION 

The Museum participates in the EBT  
Card to Culture Program

Plan Your Visit
The Museum is open Friday–Sunday, 
11:00am - 5:00pm by reservation.

Three time slots are available: 

11:00am - 1:00pm

1:00pm - 3:00pm

3:00pm - 5:00pm

For reservations on the day of your visit, 
please call the Museum between 10:00-
11:00am. For future reservations, call 
anytime. 978.598.5000.

From his early days as a Boy 
Scout collecting pennies to 
the founding of the Museum 
of Russian Icons in 2006 to 
house his extensive collection 
of sacred art, Gordon B. 
Lankton was an inveterate, 
studious, and passionate 
collector. Whether it was 
African sculpture, World War 
I and II posters, or die-cast 
model cars, Gordon tirelessly 
pursued not only the objects, 
but also information about 

their origins and the artists who created them. 

His interest in icons, the emblematic sacred art form of 
Russian Orthodoxy, which stems from the Byzantine 
tradition, was piqued in 1989 during a business trip to 
Russia, when he purchased an image of Saint Nicholas at 
an open-air market. After opening a branch of his plastics 
manufacturing company, Nypro, in Moscow, Gordon 
developed a lifelong appreciation for Russia’s people, cultural 
traditions, and especially icons.   

Gordon Lankton was born in Peoria, Illinois, in 
1931. President of his class and student council, he graduated 
from Cornell University in 1954 with a degree in mechanical 
engineering. After getting his first taste of global travel as 
a delegate to an international student council convention in 
Japan, he served in the U.S. Army Military Intelligence in 
Frankfurt, Germany from 1954 to 1956. Aboard an NSU 
motorcycle, Gordon spent 1956 to 1957 traveling from 

Germany to Japan, a transformative trip that prompted him 
to reflect on international relations and conceptualize the 
worldwide corporation that he would one day build.

Upon his return, Gordon joined DuPont, in Wilmington, 
Delaware, as Plastics Technologist, and was later recruited 
by Stanley Tools in New Britain, Connecticut, to be General 
Manager of the Plastics Division. 

In 1962, Gordon placed an advertisement in the Wall 
Street Journal to buy a small custom plastics injection-
molding company, a search that resulted in his investment 
and eventual ownership of Nylon Products, in Clinton, 
Massachusetts. In his years of leadership, Gordon oversaw 
a period of immense change, innovation, and growth at the 
company, which he renamed Nypro Inc. in 1977. True to 
his global vision, Nypro expanded to include twenty-four 
companies across the continental United States as well 
as operations in Puerto Rico, Mexico, Ireland, France, 
Hungary, Russia, Denmark, China, India, Singapore, 
Thailand, Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Japan. Consistent 

A WONDERFUL LIFE
    Gordon Lankton 1931 – 2021

Continued page 3

Gordon in Mexico, 1952

Gordon (left) with Fred Kirk (right), owner of Nylon Products, 1962
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Indian, African, Balinese, Indonesian, 
and of course Russian, art. Together 
we organized the first museum icon 
exhibition, curated by Dr. Ellen Kosmer 
at the Higgins Armory Museum, in a 
show that we called Shields of Faith. 
At the opening party, chief among the 
revelers was Gordon, who appeared in 
a large Russian fur hat with dangling 
ears to greet scores of his employees 
and friends. The formality of a tightly-
organized opening event went out the 
window, overwhelmed by Gordon’s 
joyful spontaneity.

Gordon's passion for the Russian icon 
and Russian culture began when he 
invested in a joint venture in a plastics 
manufacturing concern in Soviet 
Russia in 1993. He sought the advice 
of international experts to assist with 
his rapidly growing collection. These 
purchases—from private collections and 
international auctions--required many 
last-minute trips around the world. 
Those were exciting days! 

While all of this was happening, 
Gordon was still at the helm of Nypro 
and its many international branches. 
Yet even then, he found time to plan 
his museum. His energy and curiosity 
were limitless, his enthusiasm and 
warmth boundless. He was a good and 
loyal friend, a mentor, and working 
for him was a partnership. The ground 
was broken at the Museum’s present 
location in 2005, and the rest is history.  

He envisioned a state-of-the-art facility 
welcoming visitors from all over the 
region and world and an institution 
that would be a leader in the study of 
icons. He'd be please to know that we 
are not far off from achieving his vision. 
Thank you, Gordon, rest in peace. 

Now cracks a noble heart. Good-night, 
sweet prince; And flights of angels sing 
thee to thy rest.  
—William Shakespeare, Hamlet

Kent Russell, Executive Director

Travel with the Museum

April 11 — April 22, 2022 • 12 Days • 15 Meals

Dreaming of a change of scene and not just a change 
of virtual background? A year of pandemic living and 
cabin fever has us all yearning to dust off suitcases and 
renew passports. In that optimistic spirit, the Museum is 
again partnering with Collette Travel to bring you more 
destinations for the (hopefully) near future!

Our sparkling travel lineup includes Iceland’s Magical 
Northern Lights (space remaining) and Croatia & It's 
Islands, both slated for October 2021, as well as the new 
Baltics Revealed, featuring St. Petersburg, departing 
in April 2022. For those who secured a rare spot at the 

From the 
Director's 
Desk

Dear friends,

In March, we lost our friend and 
founder Gordon Lankton, and have 
witnessed an outpouring of sympathy 
from around the globe. His many 
accomplishments included a solo 
motorcycle trip from Germany to 
Japan as a young man, establishing 
the world’s largest specialty plastic 
molding company, accession into the 
Plastics Hall of Fame, and innumerable 
accolades. In addition to all of this, 
he was an attentive father to three 
daughters, and he remained an avid art 
collector throughout his life. 

I met Gordon in 1993 and came to 
know his numerous collections of 

Oberammergau Passion Play, the Imperial Cities tour will be 
leaving in May of 2022.

Book confidently with Collette’s optional worry-free waiver, 
which allows cancellation for any reason up to the day before 
travel. From the volcanic beaches of Iceland to the Hermitage 
Museum to the fairy-tale villages of the Adriatic coast…which 
new background will you choose? 

Learn more at www.museumofrussianicons/travel-
with-the-museum. Contact Melanie Trottier mtrottier@
museumofrussianicons.org with questions. 

After being postponed due to the 
pandemic, Atomic Alert: Confronting 
"The Bomb" the New Atomic Age, 
will be on view in the auditorium, 
beginning June 28. This exhibit 
explores the government’s efforts, in 
the 1950s, to educate Americans about 
what to do before an atomic attack, how 
to react to a sudden, blinding flash, and 
what action to take in the aftermath of 
an atomic blast.

June 28- August 15 2021 The Baltics Revealed: Featuring St. Petersburg

The Soviet Union’s detonation of 
its first atomic bomb on August 29, 
1949, thrust the United States into 
a new and more precarious era. Just 
four years after celebrating victory in 
World War II as the only nation with 
an atomic bomb, Americans now found 
themselves confronting the probability 
of an atomic war.

Featuring artifacts and interpretation 
from Michael Scheibach, Ph.D., 
independent scholar and author, Atomic 
Alert! offers a unique opportunity to 
revisit the early atomic age when the 
world was divided between two atomic-
armed adversaries: the United States 
and the Soviet Union.

Library Book 
Sale
Support the Museum 
while adding to your 
personal library. Find a 
selection of books related 
to icons, Russian and 

Soviet history, and Russian literature, pulled from our own 
research library. All proceeds go to the Research Library 
Acquisitions Fund. Prices range from $1-$50, depending 
on the book’s age and rarity.

Painted Poetry products in the Shop
Enjoy a selection of custom merchandise celebrating the 
paintings of Alexander Gassel.

Pictured: 
The Icon on Earth by Alexander Gassel - $16.00 
Six Notecard Set - $16 
Country Life Puzzle - $21

Museum of Russian Icons 
Community Scholarship
Museum Founder Gordon B. Lankton established 
his landmark museum in the town of Clinton with 
the goal of giving back to the community. In the 
spirit of his generosity, the Museum of Russian 
Icons is offering one $1,000 scholarship for a Clinton 
High School senior in good academic 
standing. The student should also be 
an active member of the Clinton 
community. Half of the award 
($500) will be issued at graduation, 
and the remaining $500 will be issued 
after successful completion of their 
first semester (must maintain 3.0 GPA, 
regardless of major). Visit www.
museumofrussianicons and  
click on the LEARN tab to 
apply.
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The Curator's Corner
Dear MoRI members and friends,

Hello from the Curator’s Corner! 
I am happy to report that the past 
few months have been productive 
and exciting. While the museum 
has been closed due to the 
pandemic, we used the quiet of the 
shutdown to work on our galleries 
as well as online to share our work 
with audiences around the world. 

One of the most exciting and fun 
projects has been the organization 
of a retrospective exhibit of 
Alexander Gassel’s paintings. 
It is a beautiful show and we 
hope that those of you who are 
unable to visit us in person, 
will enjoy it virtually. Another 
major undertaking has been 
putting together an international 
conference on collecting Orthodox 
material culture in the West. 

The full schedule as well as 
registration details can be found 
at museumofrussianicons.org/
conference. We hope that this 
event will be of interest to many 
of you! Finally, I did two virtual 
lectures, which are available on 
our YouTube channel and am 
looking forward to doing more 
very soon. Thank you as always for 
your support of the museum.

Best, 
Lana

June 11 & 12, 2021
The Museum's second international conference is 
taking place virtually on June 11 and 12, 2021. 

The symposium will focus on when, how, and 
why Orthodox objects became prominent parts 
of Western collections. Individual presenters 
and roundtable discussants will examine these 
questions from the historical, curatorial and 
market points of view. Issues such as display 
and audience engagement will be contextualized 
both by the historical perspective and questions 
such as the role of the digital in interpreting and 
organizing these collections. With a robust, 
varied, and exciting lineup of papers from 
academics, museum professionals, librarians, 
dealers, and collectors, a diversity of viewpoints 

will be presented. Robert S. Nelson, distinguished 
Byzantinist and Professor of Art History of Yale 
University, will deliver the keynote address.

Before April 1: 
Nonmembers: $45 
Members: $25 
Students: $20

After April 1: 
Nonmembers: $55 
Members: $35 
Students $30

Register at museumofrussianicons.org/conference 

with his lifelong belief in the worth of every individual, he 
converted Nypro into a 100% employee-owned company in 
1998.

Among Gordon’s national and international awards, the 
Society of Plastics Industry (SPI) and the Society of Plastics 
Engineers (SPE) honored him as International 
Businessperson of the Year. He was inducted into the Plastics 
Hall of Fame in 2000, and into the Manufacturing Hall of 
Fame in 2009. He received an honorary doctorate from 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute and numerous other 
accolades, including the prestigious Pushkin Award from the 
Russian government in 2013.

In 2016, the young Museum of Russian Icons received 
official accreditation from the American Alliance of 
Museums, an honor signifying that its operations were in 
full compliance with the highest standards of American 
cultural institutions. Gordon’s vision of establishing a 
world-class home for his collection in Clinton had become 
a reality.

To continue his legacy, 
the Museum has 
created the Gordon B. 
Lankton Collections 
Fund which will 
stand as an enduring 
testament to his love 
of art, his Museum, 
and his community. 
The fund will ensure 
that his vision will 
continue to be shared 
by visitors from all 
walks of life, from all 
over the world. Visit 
museumofrussianicons.
org/support to give.

(Continued from page 1)

Gordon and his wife Janet, Moscow, 1989

Reprinted from Plastics News, 1999

Virtual Painting Workshop: 
Nesting Doll Family with 
Cheryl Hughes 
Saturday, May 1, 1:00-3:00pm EDT 
Members $12, Nonmembers $15, supplies 
not included  
Registration required by Friday, April 23 
Register at museumofrussianicons.org/
event/doll or call 978.598.5000

Celebrate Mother’s Day with a fun and 
relaxing painting workshop. Using an 
11x14” canvas, Cheryl will take participants 
step-by-step as they paint their own unique 

nesting doll family. Cheryl will provide different tracings so participants can 
include as many or as few dolls as they would like in their painting. A supply list 
and Zoom link will be provided. Cheryl Hughes is the artist behind Tinker’s 
Cart Art, and the owner of The Tinker’s Cart Irish & Celtic Gifts located in the 
Worcester Public Market. 

Please note that you are painting a canvas, not a wooden doll set in this 
workshop. 

ON VIEW
Painted Poetry: Alexander Gassel, A Retrospective 
March 5 - September 26, 2021 
Over 40 avante-garde paintings by Russian-born American artist Alexander 
Gassel create extraordinarily vivid works that reflect his cultural heritage 
alongside his life experience in America.

Miniature Masterpieces: Russian Lacquer Boxes 
Through May 23, 2021

Explore over 100 papier-mâché treasures 
decorated with miniature paintings of folk 
scenes and fairy tales lacquered and polished to 
a high sheen.

Pysanka: Symbol of Renewal 
Through May 9, 2021

Maine-based contemporary artist Lesia Sochor's 
Pysanka: Symbol of Renewal, is an exhibition inspired by the beautiful 
tradition of intricately decorated Ukrainian Easter egg painting.

REGISTER BY APRIL 1 FOR DISCOUNTED PRICING 

Virtual Conference
COLLECTING ORTHODOXY IN THE WEST: A History and a Look Towards the Future
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April 

Closed Sunday, April 4 in  
observance of Easter

Free First Sunday  
Sunday, April 11, 11:00am-5:00pm

Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy of 
the Nypro Foundation. A limited number 
of prepackaged activity kits will be 
available for children and families who 
are looking to get a little creative with 
their museum visit!

F
NYPRO

OUNDATION
EST 1988

Virtual Lecture: How Women Must 
Write:  The “Forced Marriage” Scandal 
with Professor Olga Peters Hasty 
Saturday, April 10, 1:00-2:00pm EDT

Members Free, Nonmembers $8, 
registration required by Friday, April 
9. The Zoom link will be emailed 
to participants the morning of the 
program. 

Virtual Community Poetry Reading
Sunday, April 18, 1:00-2:30pm EDT

Free but registration required. The Zoom 
link will be emailed to participants the 
morning of the program.

Virtual Member Event:  
An Evening with Paul Muldoon and  
the iconic Russian Poets
Thursday, April 22, 6:00-7:30pm EDT 

Free for Members. Registration required 
by Wednesday, April 21. The Zoom 
link will be emailed to participants the 
morning of the program.

 
May

Virtual Painting Workshop: Nesting 
Doll Family with Cheryl Hughes 
Saturday, May 1, 1:00-3:00pm EDT

Members $12, Nonmembers $15, 
supplies not included  
Registration required by Friday, April 23. 

Free First Sunday 
Sunday, May 2, 11:00am-5:00pm

Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy of 
the Nypro Foundation. A limited number 
of prepackaged activity kits will be 
available for children and families who 
are looking to get a little creative with 
their museum visit!

F
NYPRO

OUNDATION
EST 1988

All program fees are nonrefundable 

Virtual Lecture: How 
Women Must Write:  
The “Forced Marriage” 
Scandal with Professor 
Olga Peters Hasty 
Saturday, April 10, 1:00-2:00pm EDT

Members Free, Nonmembers $8, 
registration required by Friday, April 
9. The Zoom link will be emailed 
to participants the morning of the 
program. Call 978.598.5000 to 
register.

On December 17, 1846, Countess 
Evdokiia Rostopchina’s “A 
Forced Marriage” appeared in the 
archconservative St. Petersburg 
paper The Northern Bee.  The poem’s 
veiled political message had eluded 
strict government censors. When 
it came to light, scandal erupted 
and Tsar Nicholas I banished the 
Countess from his court.  As we 
explore how Rostopchina got this 
poem into print and the fallout from 
its publication we see both the efficacy 
and the vulnerability of strategies 
she developed in response to political 
and societal limitations women poets 
confronted in the culture of the time.  

Olga Peters Hasty is Professor of 
Russian Literature in Princeton 
University’s Slavic Department.  She 
is a co-author of America Through 
Russian Eyes and the author of the 
books Tsvetaeva’s Orphic Journeys 
in the Worlds of the Word, Pushkin’s 
Tatiana, and How Women Must Write:  
Inventing the Russian Woman Poet, 
the last two of which received Barbara 
Heldt Prizes for Best Books in Slavic/
Eastern European/Eurasian Women's 
and Gender Studies.

Virtual Member Event: An 
Evening with Paul Muldoon and 
the iconic Russian Poets
Thursday, April 22, 6:00-7:30pm EDT 

Free for Members. Registration required by 
Wednesday, April 21. The Zoom link will be emailed 
to participants the morning of the program. Call 
978.598.5000 to register.

Members are invited to an exclusive evening with 
Irish poet Paul Muldoon, as he introduces and reads 
from the work of some of the greatest Russian poets 
— Akhmatova, Brodsky, Mandelstam, Pasternak, 
Tsvetaeva, Voznesensky, and Yevtushenko. As one 

of six poets who translated Joseph Brodsky’s Nativity Poems, Paul brings a unique 
perspective to the history, style, and importance of poets in the Russian literary 
tradition. Not a member? Join today to gain access to this intimate event. 

Paul Muldoon was born in County Armagh in 1951. He now lives in New York. 
A former radio and television producer for the BBC in Belfast, he has taught at 
Princeton University for more than thirty years. He is the author of fourteen 
collections of poetry including Howdie-Skelp, due from FSG and Faber and 
Faber in 2021. Among his awards are the 1972 Eric Gregory Award, the 1980 Sir 
Geoffrey Faber Memorial Award, the 1994 T.S. Eliot Prize, the 1997 Irish Times 
Poetry Prize, the 2003 Pulitzer Prize, the 2003 Griffin International Prize for 
Poetry, the 2004 American Ireland Fund Literary Award, the 2004 Shakespeare 
Prize, the 2006 European Prize for Poetry, the 2015 Pigott Poetry Prize, the 
2017 Queens Gold Medal for Poetry, and the 2020 Michael Marks Award. He is a 
Fellow of the Royal Society for Literature and a Fellow of the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters.

Not a member? Join today to enjoy this and other exclusive events. 
museumofrussianicons.org/membership.

Virtual Community  
Poetry Reading
Sunday, April 18, 1:00-2:30pm EDT

Free but registration required. The Zoom link will be 
emailed to participants the morning of the program. 
Register at museumofrussianicons.org/event/poetry

In celebration of National Poetry Month, join members 
of the Museum’s community for an afternoon of Russian 
poetry. Featuring 15 poems that span across the great 
eras of Russian poetry, the poems address the themes 
of hardship, renewal, and hope. Most poems will be read 
in native Russian, with English translations 
available. The full program will be available on 
the Museum’s website April 1. 

PROGRAMS
Virtual Contemporary Russian 
Literature Book Group
Sunday, May 23, 1:00-3:00pm EDT  
Free. New members always welcome.  
Contact Amy for information. 
aconsalvi@museumofrussianicons.org

This month's book: When the Whales 
Leave by Yuri Rytkheu.

 
June

Free First Sunday 
Sunday, June 6, 11:00am-5:00pm 

Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy of 
the Nypro Foundation. A limited number 
of prepackaged activity kits will be 
available for children and families who 
are looking to get a little creative with 
their museum visit! 

F
NYPRO

OUNDATION
EST 1988

Virtual Conference 
COLLECTING ORTHODOXY IN THE 
WEST: A History and a Look Towards 
the Future
June 11 & 12, 2021 
See article page 3

Summer Shop Sale 
Saturday, June 26, 11:00-5:00pm    


