
October 8, 2020–January 24, 2021

Playground of the Autocrats,  an exhibition by artist and historian Anne Bobroff-
Hajal, draws from the visual languages of iconography and graphic art to create a 
large scale visual commentary on Russian socio-political history. Bobroff-Hajal’s 
paintings form complex triptychs and polyptychs that represent the secular art 
tradition, which is directly influenced by orthodox iconography, animation, political 
cartoons, graphic novels, and icons–all of which tell stories in pictures and words.  
 
The detailed and whimsical visual stories symbolize the powerful human motivations of 
love, greed, grief, competition, and fury shaped by the geographic landscapes on which 
those humans live. Bobroff-Hajal has developed a complex process of repeatedly layering 
paint on digital images of her paintings and photographs. She uses the pleasures of art 
and humor to engage viewers with complex issues of Russian society’s autocratic history 
from the fourteenth century through today, and its interface with the rest of the world. In 
each comical yet deadly-serious polyptych, she paints hundreds of 3 inch high portraits 
of people—from slaves and serfs to autocrats—at moments of intense struggle to 
achieve their particular social system goals. Viewers of her art are accompanied 
across centuries by fanciful tour guides: self-delighted, arrogant flying Tsar 
“godparents” singing their advice to a swaddled, mustached infant Stalin in his cradle. 
 
Bobroff-Hajal’s art has been widely exhibited and is held in private collections 
internationally.

Fall 2020

MUSEUM OF RUSSIAN ICONSNEWS from the

"My extensively 
researched satirical 

polyptychs about Russia 
. . . revel in the crazy-

quilt intersection of art 
with academic history 

and geography."
—Anne Bobroff-Hajal

PLAYGROUND OF THE AUTOCRATS

Right: Catherine the Great (detail), 2010 acrylic paint and digital images
Top: Still With You, 2009 Acrylic paint on linen

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS BENEFITS

As a cost-saving measure this is the last issue of our print newsletter 
that will be sent to nonmembers. If you'd like to keep receiving it, 
please consider becoming a member. You will provide important 
support to the Museum and in return get free admission, discounts 
on programs and shop purchases, special invites to member-only 
events, and this awesome newsletter! Visit museumofrussianicons.
org/membership to join.
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From the  
Executive 
Director’s 
Desk

Dear friends:

On July 10th we welcomed 
visitors back to the Museum 
for the first time in almost five 
months. Although we are running 
on a reduced schedule, we are 
thrilled to once again be sharing 
our permanent collections and 
temporary exhibitions with you.

The COVID crisis gave us time 
to reflect on what is essential. 
At the Museum, we reinstalled 
the permanent collection to 
create a cohesive thematic look 
at the development of icons, 
built enhanced art storage, and 
refined and greatly enhanced our 
distance-learning and virtual 
programming. We also hired 
the Museum's first Curator of 
Exhibitions and Collections, Dr. 
Lana Sloutsky. 

The Center for Icon Studies 
continued the diligent work of 
researching the history of icons. 
The Center's work brings to light 
further information about our 
collection through the publication 
of the Journal of Icon Studies and 
acquisition of research materials 
for the Library. 

YOU can have a significant impact 
if you participate in our seasonal 
Appeal, which will be going out 
shortly. I hope that you'll consider 
a gift in whatever amount is 
comfortable, as we continue to 
recover from the shutdown.

Stay safe, stay well,

Kent Russell, CEO/Curator

Virtual Lecture with Curator Lana Sloutsky 
Byzantium and Russia: Two Cultures, Intertwined

Thursday, October 8, 6:00-7:00pm EDT 
Members Free, Nonmembers $5 
Registration required by Wednesday, October 7. The Zoom link will 
be sent to participants the morning of the program.  

Join Lana Sloutsky, our new Curator of Exhibitions and Collections, 
for a presentation on the historical relationship between the visual 

languages of Byzantium and Russia. The presentation will be followed by a live Q+A.

More information and registration at museumofrussianicons.org/event/curator-lecture

Virtual Workshop: 
Discovering Cyrillic Calligraphy and Illumination: 
Theory and practice of an ancient art 

Saturday, October 10, 10:00am – 1:00pm EDT 
Members $15, Nonmembers $20  
Registration required by Thursday, October 8. The Zoom link will be sent to 
participants on October 9. Materials not provided.  

Cyrillic calligraphy is an ancient art, dating back to the creation of the Cyrillic 
alphabet in the ninth century. Participants will be introduced to the basics of 

creating simple objects of art, such as cards, name tags, and 
bookmarks, as well as learn how to create more complex 
art. During the last hour, the instructors will outline the 
principal steps in producing illuminated calligraphic art and 
participants will practice creating a bookmark with the first 
words from the Gospel of John.

More information and registration at 
museumofrussianicons.org/event/cyrillic-calligraphy.

Exhibition: Miniature Masterpieces 
Russian Lacquer Boxes
October 30, 2020–March 31, 2021

The development of Russian lacquerware, widely renowned for 
its exquisite detail and bright colors, is a fascinating story of 
artists adapting local traditions to produce new enterprises.

The exhibit features more than 100 lacquer boxes from the villages of 
Fedoskino, Palekh, Khouli, and Mstera. These papier-mache treasures are 
decorated with miniature paintings of folk scenes and fairy tales lacquered and 
polished to a high sheen. 

This exhibition is made possible through the generous gift of lacquerware from the 
private collection of Dennis H. and Marian S. Pruslin



Virtual Gallery 
Talk: Russian 
lacquer boxes
Tuesday, November 10, 
1:00-1:30 EST 
Free, but registration 
required by Monday, 
November 9. The Zoom 
link will be sent to partic-
ipants on the morning of 
the program. 

Join Museum intern Erik 
Livingston for a short 

gallery talk on the Museum’s lacquer 
box collection. He'll explain the defining 
characteristics of boxes and the differ-
ences between regional designs.

More information and registration at 
museumofrussianicons.org/event/boxes

Virtual Panel Discussion 
Saturday, November 21, 1:00pm EST 
Members free, Nonmembers $5  
Registration required by Friday, November 20. The Zoom 
link will be sent to participants the morning of the program. 

How do artists convey complex ideas about society through 
visual means? In a two-part discussion, Playground of the 
Autocrats artist Anne Bobroff-Hajal and professor Elizabeth 

Wood explore this question by examining Soviet imagery and contemporary 
representations of Russia’s leaders.  

Registration and more information at museumofrussianicons.org/event/
playground

Virtual Workshop: Painted 
Christmas Angels 
Workshop will be held twice: choose 
Wednesday, December 2, 2:00-3:30pm 
EST, or Saturday, December 5, 2:00-
3:30pm EST 
Members $20, Nonmembers $25  
Registration required by Monday, 
November 30. The Zoom link will be sent 
to participants on the morning of the 
program. Each workshop limited to 15 
participants, appropriate for ages 10+ 

Museum docent Larissa Dyan hosts an 
afternoon of painting wooden Christmas 
angels. Painting kits, including two 
wooden angels, paints, and brushes, are 
available for pick-up at the Museum by 
appointment. 

Please contact aconsalvi@
museumofrussianicons.org 
to register for the program 
and schedule a time to 
pick up your kit.

Virtual Lecture: Christmas with the Romanovs 
Sunday, December 6, 1:00pm EST 
Members Free, Nonmembers $5 
Registration required by Saturday, December 5. The Zoom link will be sent 
to participants on the morning of the program. 

Join Romanov Historian Nicholas Nicholson, co-curator of Tradition & 
Opulence as he discusses the celebration of Christmas at the Russian Court. 
While Christmas is an important part of the Orthodox liturgical calendar, 
Christmas celebrations at the Russian court did not begin to resemble 
the kind of celebrations we are familiar with until the 19th century, after 
generations of Germans, a Dane, and three granddaughters of Queen 
Victoria arrived bringing their own traditions to change Christmas in Russia 
forever.  Nicholson will look at how and when the traditions of decorating 
trees and exchanging gifts became common, as well as what intimate 
celebrations of the family looked like, and the final commemorations of 
Christmas during the First World War.

More information and registration at museumofrussianicons.org/event/
romanov
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203 Union Street 
Clinton, MA 01510

NEW HOURS
The Museum is located at  
203 Union Street 
Clinton, MA 01510 
978.598.5000 
www.museumofrussianicons.org

Hours: 
By reservation: Call 978.598.5000 
Friday–Sunday: 11AM–5PM 
Closed Monday–Thursday

Admission:  
FREE for Museum Members! 
Adults $10 
Seniors (59 and over) $7 
Students (with ID) $5 
Children (3–17) $5  
Children under 3 FREE

FREE admission all day on the first 
Sunday of the month!

Face-coverings are required.

The Museum of Russian Icons  
is a proud member of:

Support for First Sunday  
programs provided by:

N 
F 
YPRO 

OUNDATION 

The Museum participates in the EBT  
Card to Culture Program

Plan Your Visit
The Museum is open Friday–Sunday, 
11:00am - 5:00pm by reservation.

Three time slots are available: 

11:00am - 1:00pm

1:00pm - 3:00pm

3:00pm - 5:00pm

For reservations on the day of your visit, 
please call the Museum between 10:00-
11:00am. For future reservations, call 
anytime. 978.598.5000.

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES! 
FREE ADMISSION & SHOP SALE ON  
BLACK FRIDAY
Start your holiday shopping at the Museum the day after 
Thanksgiving. We'll have free admission (by reservation) and 
discounts on lots of great merchandise, plus everything you 
purchase supports the Museum. Looking for that extra-special 
present? Give the gift of membership—it lasts all year-long! Visit 
museumofrussianicons.org/membership.


