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WORCESTER, MA

203 Union Street 
Clinton, MA 01510

When You Visit...
The Museum is located at  
203 Union Street 
Clinton, MA 01510 
978.598.5000 
www.museumofrussianicons.
org

Hours: 
Tuesday–Friday: 11AM–4PM 
Saturday and Sunday: 11AM–
5PM 
Closed Mondays

Admission:  
FREE for Museum Members! 
Adults $10 
Seniors (59 and over) $7 
Students (with ID) $5 
Children (3–17) $5  
Children under 3 FREE

FREE admission all day on the 
first Sunday of the month!

The Museum of Russian Icons  
is a proud member of:

Support for First Sunday  
programs provided by:

N 
F 
YPRO 

OUNDATION 

The Museum participates in the EBT  
Card to Culture Program

The Long Way Home  
A Photographic Journey with Gordon Lankton 

267 Days | 21 Countries | over 20,000 Miles

May 15 - June 28, 2020

for the trip with a route beginning in Germany and ending 
in Japan. He set two objectives: to see the world, and to visit 
the American embassies in each country so he could meet the 
Foreign Service Officers and learn about their jobs and lives.

With his itinerary planned, the die was cast for a November 6, 
1956 departure, and so began "The Long Way Home."

Guest curator Christine Stratford searched through the 
thousands of photographs that Gordon took during this 
life-changing trip. The forty-five images that she eventually 
selected capture the spirit of Gordon's lifelong quest to learn 
about different cultures, and the respect he gained for people 
around the world, which shaped his life and was surely a factor 
in his successful career.

In 1953, while studying engineering at Cornell University, 
22-year-old Gordon B. Lankton, the eventual founder of the 
Museum of Russian Icons, traveled to Japan on an exchange 
program to study relations between Japan and the US. 
Gordon's passion, imagination, and quest for knowledge of 
the world were ignited as he was immersed in Japanese culture. 
As part of Cornell's student government the following year, he 
organized a follow-on Japan-America Student Conference with 
six American universities.

With a desire to explore the world, and to understand his 
place in it, Gordon began extensive planning to execute a 
trip around the world, but first he had to fulfill his two-year 
military commitment.

Gordon lobbied hard for his service to be completed in Europe 
and prevailed. Deployed to Germany, he immersed himself in 
every detail of German culture, language, and way of life. He 
began questioning whether to pursue a career as an engineer or 
in the Foreign Service.  Gordon continued his meticulous plans 
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Gordon B. Lankton, Frankfurt, Germany:  November 6, 1956

Bali, Indonesia: May 25, 1957

Founder's Day
Saturday, May 16, 11:00am-5:00pm

Come celebrate the public opening of The Long 
Way Home and enjoy free admission all day.

From Our Friends at the Russian 
Matryoshka Club:  
MA-MAtryoshka Festival 
Sunday, May 10, 12:00-5:00pm
Treat your mom to a very special Mother's Day 
celebration. The Russian Matryoshka Club is once 
again hosting the MA-MAtryoshka festival at 
Clinton's Town Hall. Details and ticket information 
will be available starting April 1 at facebook.com/
russianmatryoshkaclub.

REMINDER! Artist Lecture and Opening Reception 
for Pysanka: Symbol of Renewal
On view in the auditorium 
March 21 – August 2, 2020 

Saturday, March 21, 2:00-4:00pm 
Members $6, Nonmembers $12, registration required  
by Tuesday, March 17. Call 978.598.5000. 

All program fees are non-refundable and include admission to the museum. 
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From the  
Curator’s 
Desk

Take it to the Curator 
An icon assessment program provided by the 
Museum of Russian Icons curatorial staff 

Friday, June 12, 11:00am-4:00pm 
$20 per object, limit four objects per 20-minute time slot  
Registration required, call 978.598.5000 
Includes museum admission. All fees are non-refundable.

Want to know more about your icon? Bring your objects 
in for an assessment clinic provided by the members of the 
Museum’s curatorial team. The assessment includes the 
approximate age of your icon, where and how it was made, 
and for what purpose. Find out if your icon is a church icon 
or an icon for domestic display, and receive information 
on conservation and appraisal services. Assessments 
do not include financial appraisals, per IRS tax code 
prohibiting the valuation of objects by a nonprofit.

From opulent, jeweled creations to humble embroidered 
examples, perhaps no country is more closely associated 
with the tradition of exchanging decorated Easter 
eggs than Russia. This exhibition, of almost 200 
objects, includes works by the Fabergé firm and its 
competitors, ceramic eggs, icons, and vintage easter 
postcards, from collectors around the country and 
abroad.

Easter (Pascha), the “feast of feasts,” is the most 
important festival in the Orthodox Christian liturgical 

calendar, commemorated by church services, music, 
public processions with icons, exchanges of gifts, and 

feasting. 

Historically, Russia’s greatest artists, icon painters, jewelers, 
designers, and artisans were called upon to create new designs 

each year. The decoration of Easter eggs was a primary concern of 
the firms of imperial court jewelers Karl Fabergé, Friedrich Koechli, and Pavel 
Ovchinnikov, while internationally-known painters Viktor Vasnetsov and 
Mikhail Nesterov also contributed designs that would be copied on all manner 
of eggs. 

The Easter eggs exhibited in Tradition & Opulence are more than simply 
extravagant or humble objects: no matter how modest or extraordinary, these 
objects tell a story as silent witnesses to history. Each egg represents an 
individual personal interaction; some between the ruler and his or her subjects, 
some between average Russians. What they all share is a celebration of the 
promise of renewal and resurrection.

TRADITION  
& OPULENCE

Easter in Imperial Russia
April 7 – August 7, 2020

Greetings and happy spring!

Have you noticed that we are 
diversifying our exhibitions and 
programming? Our main focus will 
always be Russian icons, but there are 
so many fascinating aspects to Russian 
culture and those connected to icons 
that can be explored. 

One theme that has emerged in our 
thinking about broader contexts 
for our programs is immigration, 
migration, and exile. Many small icons 
that come into our Take It To The 
Curator icon evaluation program came 
from families who fled Russia or other 
Orthodox countries. These cherished 
belongings weren’t of great monetary 
value but were of deep personal 
importance.

Our current nostalgic exhibition about 
America during the Cold War, Atomic 
Alert!, delves into the conflicting 
cultural and political attitudes that 
can lead to misunderstanding and 
prejudice. It allows us to contemplate 
the significance of the icon in Russian 
culture during a period when the 
Soviet system repressed religious 
expression and icons had to be hidden.

In keeping with these themes the 
Museum works to provide a space 
for visitors to contemplate cultural 
differences and to come to some 
understanding about what unites us as 
humans and how individual cultural 
values aren’t necessarily divisive 
but are interesting and worth our 
attention.

Please visit this spring and let us know 
how we're doing!

Kent Russell, CEO/Curator

Saturday, May 9, 1:00-2:00pm 
Members $6, Nonmembers $12. Call 978.598.5000 
Includes museum admission. All fees are non-refundable.

The objects in this exhibition take on 
new meaning when we look at them 
in the context of how they were used. 
Although many seem to be purely 
decorative, they have a religious 
context. Easter eggs and Easter foods 
in Russia were part of a broad European 
tradition to prepare for the Paschal 
Resurrection as a spiritual spring 
cleaning. To celebrate Easter, people 
first had to cleanse themselves by going 
through Lent, fasting, and confessing 

their sins. This communal, ritualized 
aspect of repentance and atonement 
in Russia and Europe also drew on 
Jewish practices in the days between 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur: 
stepping back from one's usual life and 
reflecting on one's sins made it possible 
to then embrace the joyous physicality, 
materiality, and new life that Easter 
and Easter eggs represented. This 
lecture will look at individual objects 
through the prism of religious and 

popular observance.

Nadia Kizenko is Professor of Russian 
and East European history at the 
State University of New York, Albany. 
She writes and frequently lectures on 
Orthodox Christianity in the Russian 
empire and beyond. Look for her 
forthcoming book, Good for the Russian 
Souls? Church, State, and Sacramental 
Confession in the Empire from the 17th 
Century to 1917.

MoRI After-Dark  
The Language of Color 
Thursday, June 4, 6:00-8:00pm  
Friday, June 19, 6:00-8:00pm 
Members $15, Nonmembers $20 
Limited to 15 participants, registration required 
Call 978.598.5000 
Includes museum admission. All fees are non-refundable.

Ever wonder why iconographers choose the colors they do? 
What are the colors made from, and how do they achieve 
them? Join museum staff for an after-hours evening that 
explores the meaning behind the colors we see in icons. A 
hands-on egg tempera demonstration follows this interactive 
tour. Ticket includes complimentary refreshments.

Lecture: 
Today I Arise:  Russian Practices of Lenten Repentance and Paschal 
Renewal in the Last Years of the Empire 
with Professor Nadieszda Kizenko

Thank you to our generous sponsors:

Icon of the Resurrection in egg-shaped frame 
Firm of Grigory (Egor) Pankratiev, St. Petersburg 
1908-1917. Private collection.

The Russian  
Imperial Foundation
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REMINDER: Curator's 
Lecture Living with the 
Atomic Bomb: 1945-1965
Saturday, March 28, 1:00-2:00pm  
Members $6, Nonmembers $12  
Registration required: call 
978.598.5000

Program fees include admission to the 
Museum. They are non-refundable.

Michael Scheibach, Ph.D., historian, 
author, and curator of Atomic Alert! 
presents a multimedia talk on the 
impact of the atomic bomb on the 
nation's government policy, military 
strategy, civil defense programs, and 
individual citizens during the early 
Cold War. In this informative and 
engaging presentation, Scheibach 
examines the government's civil 
defense efforts at the national, state, 
and local levels; the role of men and 
women in those efforts; the impact of 
"The Bomb" on children and youth; 
the involvement of the military in 
promoting civil defense; and the 
nation's view of the Soviet Union as a 
potential military threat.

Michael Scheibach, Ph.D., is an 
independent scholar specializing in 
the history of the early Cold War from 
1945 through the 1960s. He is the 
author of four books and received his 
doctorate in American Studies from 
the University of Kansas. 

REMINDER: Lecture at Clinton Historical Society 
Clinton and the Cold War 
Thursday, March 26, 7:00-8:00pm 
Museum and Clinton Historical Society Members-only, free 
Registration required by Tuesday, March 24 
Call 978.598.5000

Resident town historian and historical society board member Terry Ingano 
explores life in Clinton during the late 1950s and early 1960s. This event takes 
place at the Clinton Historical Society, 210 Church Street, Clinton, MA.

Film & Discussion with Classic Film  
Columnist JoAnn DiVerdi 
In conjunction with the special exhibition Atomic Alert!, classic film columnist 
JoAnn DiVerdi presents two classic "Red Noir" films. "Red Noir" reflected the 
anxiety Americans felt following the Soviet Union detonating its first atomic bomb 
in 1949, the Korean War starting in 1950; and the ongoing HUAC and McCarthy 
hearings. The fear of a nuclear attack as a result of communist spies affected 
everybody, even hardened P.I.'s, canons, snitches, and strong arms. Suddenly, in 
addition to the cops, a rival gang, fate, or a dame with a gat, wise guys and mugs 
had to watch out for the Commies!

Kiss Me, Deadly 
Sunday, May 3, 1:00pm 
Free but registration required by Friday, April 30.  
106 minutes, directed by Robert Aldrich 
Includes museum admission. All fees are non-refundable.

Kiss Me Deadly (1955) stars Ralph Meeker as P. I. Mike 
Hammer in this loosely based adaptation of the pulp novel 
written by Mickey Spillane. Hammer's California world 
of mid-century cool has a dark side that leads to murder, 
mystery, and possible annihilation. A police lieutenant 
pronounces a few words for Mike: "Manhattan Project. Los 
Alamos. Trinity." Their meaning foreshadows an explosive 
ending when a nuclear Pandora's Box is opened.

Pickup on South Street 
Saturday, April 18, 1:00 
Members $6, Nonmembers $12 
80 minutes, directed by Samuel Fuller 
Includes museum admission. All fees are non-refundable. 

Pickup On South Street (1953) stars Richard Widmark as a 
pickpocket who unknowingly lifts a wallet with a valuable 
piece of microfilm in it. This sordid tale, peopled with those 
from the fringes of society, soon evolves into one where 
government secrets and communist spies are duking it out 
down in the subway stations of NYC. As an added bonus to 
this classic film, the screenwriter/director, Samuel Fuller, 
was from Worcester.

Curator's Roundtable  
Decoding the Iconography and Symbols  
of Easter in Russian Art 
with Dr. Karen Kettering, Dmitry Gurevich & Nicholas B. A. Nicholson

Saturday, April 25, 1:00-2:00pm 
Members $6, Nonmembers $12 
Includes museum admission. All fees are non-refundable. 

Easter is the most important festival in the Orthodox Christian church calendar 
and the symbols and artwork associated with it live on throughout the year. Join 
the co-curators of the exhibition Tradition & Opulence for a panel discussion 
on the ways objects functioned throughout the year. The topics include the 
iconography of the Resurrection, useful egg-form objects such as photograph 
frames, clocks, and cosmetic cases by Fabergé and his competitors, and how the 
Romanov family's support of the Red Cross inspired a wealth of art and material 
culture, including two of the famous Fabergé Imperial Easter eggs.

Ukrainian Egg Decorating Workshops  
with artist Lesia Sochor
FOUR SESSIONS: 
Friday, April 3, 10:00am-12:00pm or 1:00-3:00pm  
Saturday, April 4, 10:00am-12:00pm (Family Class) or 1:00-3:00pm  
Members $30, Nonmembers $35, Family class $45 per family, up to 4 participants, ages 10+ 
Each class limited to 14 participants, registration required by Friday, March 27 
Call 978.598.5000. Workshops include Museum admission. All fees are non-refundable.

The pysanka, a decorated egg symbolizing nature's rebirth 
in the spring, was common among all Slavic peoples. 
Various forms of the pysanka were prevalent as far back as 
5,000 years before Christ. Today, Ukrainian Easter eggs 
are known the world over.

Using the wax resist process, designs are drawn on the 
white or brown egg with melted beeswax, which flows 
from a tool called a kystka. The eggs are then dipped in 

a succession of dyes progressing from the lightest to the 
darkest color. The final pattern is revealed when the last step 
of removing the wax is completed. Students will learn this 
process from start to finish. 

Instructor Lesia Sochor is an artist of Ukrainian descent 
who learned the ancient spring tradition of decorating eggs 
from her mother. She delights in introducing and sharing 
this craft with young and old alike.

Egg-shaped desk clock 
Firm of Fabergé, workmaster Mikhail Perkhin, St. Petersburg, before 1903. 
Private collection
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All program fees are non-refundable and include admission to the museum Register for programs by calling the Museum 978.598.5000 | Visit museumofrussianicon.org/calendar for updates
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Ukrainian Egg Decorating Workshop with Lesia Sochor 
Friday, April 3, 10:00am-12:00pm or 1:00-3:00pm  
Saturday, April 4, 10:00am-12:00pm (Family Class)or  
1:00-3:00pm  
Members $30, Nonmembers $35 
Family class $45 per family, up to 4 participants, ages 10+ 
Each class limited to 14 participants  
registration required by Friday, March 27

First Sunday 
Sunday, April 5, 11:00am-5:00pm 
Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy of the Nypro 
Foundation.

Film & Discussion with Classic Film Columnist  
JoAnn DiVerdi 
Pickup on South Street  
Saturday, April 18, 1:00 
Members $6, Nonmembers $12 
80 minutes, directed by Samuel Fuller

Exhibition Opening  
Tradition & Opulence: Easter in Imperial Russia 
Thursday, April 23, 6:00-8:00pm 
Bronze-level members and above.

Curator's Roundtable  
Decoding the iconography and symbols of  
Easter in Russian Art  
Saturday, April 25, 1:00-2:00pm 
Members $6, Nonmembers $12

Contemporary Russian Literature Book Group 
Sunday, April 26, 1:00-3:00 
Free. New members always welcome.  
This month's book: The Man Who Couldn't Die  
by Olga Slavnikova

MAY
First Sunday 
Sunday, May 3, 11:00am-5:00pm 
Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy of the Nypro 
Foundation. 

SAT 16

SUN 07

THURS 04 & FRI 19

FRI 12

SUN 28

SUN 09

THURS 14

SUN 03 Film & Discussion with Classic Film Columnist JoAnn DiVerdi 
Kiss Me, Deadly  
Sunday, May 3, 1:00pm 
Free but registration required by Friday, April 30 
106 minutes, directed by Robert Aldrich

Lecture 
Today I Arise:  Russian Practices of Lenten Repentance and 
Paschal Renewal in the Last Years of the Empire  
with Professor Nadieszda Kizenko 
Saturday, May 9, 1:00-2:00pm 
Members $6, Nonmembers $12

Exhibition Opening  
The Long Way Home: A photographic journey with Gordon 
Lankton 
Thursday, May 14, 6:00-8:00pm  
INVITED GUESTS ONLY

Founder's Day 
Saturday, May 16, 11:00am-5:00pm 
Enjoy free admission all day and celebrate the public opening of 
The Long Way Home: A photographic journey with Gordon Lankton

JUNE
MoRI After-Dark: The Language of Color  
Thursday, June 4, 6:00-8:00pm  
Friday, June 19, 6:00-8:00pm 
Members $15, Nonmembers $20 
Limited to 15 participants, registration required.

First Sunday   
Sunday, June 7, 11:00am-5:00pm 
Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy of the Nypro Foundation.

Take it to the Curator: An icon assessment program provided 
by the Museum of Russian Icons curatorial staff  
Friday, June 12, 11:00am-4:00pm  
$20 per object, limit four objects per 20-minute time slot  
Registration required

Contemporary Russian Literature Book Group 
Sunday, June 28, 1:00-3:00 
Free. New members always welcome.  
This month's book: Klotsvog by Margarita Khemlin

SUN 05

THURS 23

SAT 25

SUN 26

SUN 03

FRI 03-04

SAT 18


