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Emil Otto Hoppe and the Ballets Russes Curriculum Connections  

On View: November 14, 2019 – March 8, 2020 

Exhibition Description: In the 1920s and 30s Emil Otto Hoppé (British, German born, 

1878–1972) was one of the most sought-after photographers in the world. Emil Otto 

Hoppé and the Ballets Russes pays homage to the genius of two men: Sergei 

Diaghilev who, more than a century ago, founded the Ballets Russes, and Emil Otto 

Hoppé, who, between 1911 and 1921, photographed the champions of that 

illustrious company. The exhibition is comprised of 80 black and white photographs. Supplemental 

interpretive materials profile the company, performers, and Hoppé’s groundbreaking work.  

 

Grades: PreK-4 

Discipline(s): Theatre, Connections 

Time Required: 50 minutes  

Lesson Overview: Students will be introduced to the concept that photographs and dance can be used 

as a way to tell a story about a person, place, or thing. Students will use observation and close-looking to 

create a character and/or story, depending on grade level.  

 

Program can be tailored to meet any of the following standards:  

ARTS.T.01.01: Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of cultures, genres, and styles. 

ARTS.T.01.02: Imagine and clearly describe characters, their relationships, setting, conflict, and plot 
from a variety of appropriate literature. 

ARTS.T.01.03: Pretend to be someone else, creating a character based on stories or through 
improvisation, using properties (props), costumes, and imagery. 

ARTS.T.01.04: Create characters through physical movement, gesture, sound and/or speech, and 
facial expression. 

ARTS.C.06.01: When viewing or listening to examples of visual arts, architecture, 
music, dance, storytelling, and theatre, ask and answer questions such as, "What is the artist trying to 
say?" "Who made this, and why?" "How does this work make me feel?" 

ARTS.C.07.01: Investigate how artists create their work; read about, view films about, or interview 
artists such as choreographers, dancers, composers, singers, instrumentalists, actors, storytellers, 
playwrights, illustrators, painters, sculptors, craftspeople, or architects. 

ARTS.C.10.01: Integrate knowledge of dance, music, theatre, and visual arts and apply the arts to 
learning other disciplines. 

 

Grades: 5-8 

Discipline(s): Connections 

Time Required: 50 minutes  

Lesson Overview: Using photographs as primary source documents, students will participate in a guided 

discussion and close looking exercise to gain an understanding of the avant-garde movement in 1900’s 

Paris.  

Program can be tailored to meet any of the following standards: 
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ARTS.C.06.03: Interpret the meanings of artistic works by explaining how the subject matter and/or 
form reflect the events, ideas, religions, and customs of people living at a particular time in history. 

ARTS.C.06.04: Describe how artistic production can shape and be influenced by the aesthetic 
preferences of a society. 

 

Grades: 5-8 

Discipline(s): Connections 

Time Required: 50 minutes  

Lesson Overview: Students will be introduced to iconography, dance, and photography as a means to 

compare and contrast different ways of telling stories. Students will pay particular attention to the time 

period in which the artworks were created. 

Program can be tailored to meet any of the following standards: 

ARTS.C.09.05: Identify and describe examples of how technological development in one artistic 
domain can influence work in other artistic domain. 

ARTS.C.09.06: Compare the available materials, inventions, and technologies of two historical periods 
or cultures and explain their effect on the arts. 

ARTS.C.09.06: Compare the available materials, inventions, and technologies of two historical periods 
or cultures and explain their effect on the arts.  

 

 

 

           

           


