
The bright colors, distinctive shapes, and the imaginative concepts of 
the matryoshka nesting doll have delighted children and adults alike 
for over a century. The dolls are recognized around the world as the 

quintessential Russian souvenir.  When pulled apart, the matryoshka spills 
out smaller figures; each is smaller until the tiniest one appears as if it were 
the mother doll’s youngest child. 

The Russian Nesting doll was born at the end of the 19th century during 
a time when Russian artists were shifting their focus from European 
influence and were instead trying to create works of art that better reflected 
everyday Russians. This is perhaps why Sergey Malyutin, a folk artist 
from the Abramtsevo workshop, designed the first doll to resemble typical 
Russian peasants. It was fabricated by Vasilii Zydochkin from the Children’s 
Education Workshop in Sergiev Posad and quickly became emblematic of 
Russian culture when it was exhibited at the Paris World Fair in 1900.

Though the stacking doll is most closely associated with Russia, this 
collection tells a story of the nesting doll which extends well beyond the 
well-known Russian dolls of the 20th century. The earliest nesting dolls were 
crafted both in Russian and Japanese workshops, leading to much debate 
over where the tradition officially started. Toy makers from Poland, India, 
China, and the world over were inspired by the success of the Russian dolls 
and began manufacturing their own versions.

EXHIBIT CONTENTS

Objects: more than 150 sets of 
dolls. A full checklist can be 
provided digitally by request. The 
exhibition may be augmented or 
modified upon consultation with 
the Registrar.

Text: Extended wall panels and 
individual object labels are 
included with the exhibition in 
electronic format.

Audio Tour: Audio files are 
included that can be uploaded into 
most audio tour programs.  

Supplemental materials: Docent/
interpreter training packet, family 
guide, and sample press release 
delivered electronically

Space Requirements: 
Approximate minimum 100 linear 
feet. Cases required for all objects. 

Security: A facilities report and 
certificate of insurance are 
required from each venue. Objects 
loaned must be displayed in 
secured, environmentally safe 
cases in locations regularly 
patrolled by security personnel. 
Mounted figures or other objects 
that are difficult to case may be 
displayed in otherwise suitable 
areas, provided that adequate 
security measures are taken. 
During closed hours, security by 
guard or electronic devices is 
required.
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Programs: Museum staff are available 
for staff/volunteer training, lectures, 
gallery talks, and other programming. 
Additional fees, including travel costs. 
Availability depends on a mutually 
agreeable schedule.

Bookings: Flexible schedule

Fee: $5,000, not including shipping 
or insurance. Contact us for details.

Contact: 
Laura Garrity-Arquitt, Registrar 
Museum of Russian Icons 
203 Union Street 
Clinton, MA 01510 USA 
lgarrity@museumofrussianicons.org


