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ON VIEW
Images of Atheism: THE SOVIET ASSAULT ON RELIGION
Through October 2, 2022

The Board and staff of 
the Museum are thrilled 
to announce Dutch art 

historian and icon expert Simon 
Morsink, former director of the 

Morsink Icon Gallery in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, as 
the new executive director of the Museum of Russian Icons.

Morsink replaces Founding Director Kent dur Russell, after 
16 years at the Clinton museum. A leading specialist in 
Russian icons, Greek icons, and Ethiopian and Byzan-
tine art, Morsink is well known to private collectors and 
museum curators worldwide. For more than 30 years he 
has run, together with his brother Hugo, the internationally 
renowned Morsink Icon Gallery in Amsterdam that special-
izes in icons created between the 15th and 19th centuries. 
He served as Senior Consultant in Russian and Greek Icons 
for Sotheby’s in London from 2007-2020.

Morsink contributed essays to two Museum of Russian 
Icons’ publications, Two Museums | One Culture and 
Twenty Treasures from the Museum of Russian Icons; 
and was a speaker at the Museum’s 2021 international 
conference “Collecting Orthodox Art: A History and a Look 
Towards the Future.”

“I am delighted that Simon will join our administrative team 
as the new executive director,” said Jack McCabe, pres-
ident of the Board of Trustees. “He is uniquely qualified 
to guide the Museum into its next phase. His profound 
knowledge of icons and the orthodox world, coupled with 
his business acumen, entrepreneurial spirit, and global 
professional network will invigorate and amplify the role 
the museum can play in the local and global community. ”

Morsink (b. 1967) studied Art History and Slavic Studies in 
Leiden (the Netherlands) and Leuven (Belgium). In 1991 
he obtained his master’s degree with a dissertation on 

Simon Morsink Appointed 
Executive Director

Sergius of Radonezh, founder of the Trinity Monastery 
near Moscow. Since 1994, he and his brother Hugo have 
been running the Morsink Icon Gallery in Amsterdam, 
which was founded in 1977 by their father Jan Morsink. 
As an art dealer and icon expert, Morsink has built strong 
relationships with private icon collectors worldwide, as 
well as with the relevant curators of major museums 
in Russia, Europe, Great Britain, and the USA. He has 
been involved in creating several international private 
collections and was instrumental in the acquisition of 
important icons by the Icon Museum in Recklinghausen 
in Germany, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, 
and the Museum of Russian Icons, among others. Morsink 
has curated numerous exhibitions at his gallery and in 
European museums; and published several catalogues, 
most notably The Power of Icons (2006), Collecting Old 
Icons (2012), and The Colours of Heaven: 15 Cretan Icons 
from a European Private Collection (2018).

“ I  look forward to 
strengthening the Muse-
um’s role as a crossroads 
for dialogue on the fasci-
nating world of icons and 
orthodox art, and their 
place in world culture,” 
says Morsink. “I strongly 
believe that the path 
forward for a sustain-
able and modern icon 
museum is in carefully 

balancing the academic 
world with the interests of the general public, which is 
increasingly socially engaged and diverse. With this in 
mind, I feel very motivated to lead the museum into a 
successful future.”

Please join us in welcoming Simon!

The Fighting Pencil

The campaign against religion, paused during the patriotic years of 
World War II, entered its final phase in the late 1950s. The doctrine of 
“scientific atheism” became an inescapable part of Soviet life, and 

achievements like the Soviet space program were promoted as the ultimate 
proof that God did not exist. Yet despite these efforts, many people contin-
ued to maintain their religious faith, and the younger generation showed a 
growing interest in spiritual matters of all kinds. 

In response, the state commissioned a team of artists and poets called The 
Fighting Pencil to reinvigorate anti-religious propaganda. The group targeted 
familiar themes—superstition unmasked by science, religion as the enemy 
of progress—but in an accessible, humorous style that took note of contem-
porary fashions and trends. Fighting Pencil teams excelled at combining text 
and image to stress the absurdity of believing in anything but material facts 
in a scientific age.

The Fighting Pencil continued to produce anti-religious posters until the very end of the Soviet Union. After the 
Communist Party passed a new “Law on Freedom of Conscience and Religious Associations in the USSR” in 1990, 
the group—like the war on religion—came to an abrupt end.

See more Fighting Pencil posters, and learn more about anti-religious propaganda when you visit the Museum.

Kiss the icon, maybe God will help you pass the 
exam, 1984, offset printing, Museum of Russian Icons 
permanent collection.

Morsink, with the Museum’s late Founder 
Gordon Lankton.

Prosopon School of Iconology
August 1 – August 6, 8:30am – 5:00pm 
Tuition: Museum Members, $1,100; Not-yet-members, 
$1,195. Tuition includes 36 hours of instruction over six 
days and includes all materials, including the board, 
pigments, and gold leaf.

Vladislav Andrejev has been teaching iconogra-
phy since 1985, during which time thousands of his 
students have been introduced to the ancient art 
of icon writing. Over the years, Vladislav’s icono-
graphic technique and teaching method developed 
into a distinct school of painting and interpretation. 
The Museum of Russian Icons is once again host-

ing the renowned Prosopon School of Iconology for 
an intensive six-day course on icon writing. Work-
ing with Prosopon faculty, participants will study the 
techniques of painting icons, including transferring 
the image, applying the gold leaf, and the use of 
egg tempera paint. Throughout the course, students 
will be introduced to iconology, iconic symbolism, 
and the theological and philosophical basis of each 
step. No previous artistic experience is required. 
The course takes place in the Museum’s auditori-
um. Visit museumofrussianicons.org/event/proso-
pon-school-of-iconology for complete details and 
registration.
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Free First Sunday 
Sunday, August 7, 10:00am-4:00pm

Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy 
of the Nypro Foundation. 

Gently Led Yoga and Meditation 
for Peace
Tuesdays, August 9, 16, 23, 6:00pm  
Thursdays, August 11, 18, 25, 6:00pm  
$10 per person/class, $2 with Massachu-
setts EBT, Connector Care, WIC, or SNAP 
card (must be presented at check-in) (p. 4)

One-day Artist-in-Residence with  
Christopher Gosey 

Saturday, August 20, 10:00am-4:00pm,  
informal lecture at 1:00pm  
Free with admission (p. 6)

SEPTEMBER
Free First Sunday 
Sunday, September 4, 10:00am-4:00pm 

Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy 
of the Nypro Foundation. 

Contemporary Russian Literature 
Book Group
Sunday, September 11, 1:00-3:00pm EST, Free 

New members always welcome. This 
month’s book: Grey Bees by Andrey 
Karkov. Please contact aconsalvi@
museumofrussianicons.org for more 
information. 

Film: Sergei Eisenstein’s STRIKE (1925)
Saturday, September 17, 1:00-2:30pm  
89 minutes, silent  
Members $10, Not-yet-members $16, includes admission  
and popcorn. (p. 6)

PROGRAM REGISTRATION
Register for all programs & workshops online: www.museumofrussianicons.org/calendar | More information on 

each program is available on our website | Program fees are non-refundable

JULY
Free First Sunday 
Sunday, July 3, 10:00am-4:00pm 

Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy 
of the Nypro Foundation. 

Museum After Dark: Unearthing Red 
Thursday, July 7, 6:30-8:30pm  
Members $10, Not-yet-members $18  
Limited to 12 participants, registration required by  
Friday, July 1 (p. 4)

Lecture: Saving Ukrainian Art 
Saturday, July 9, 1:00-2:30pm 
$8 members, $12 nonmembers, includes admission. 
All proceeds will be donated to Museum for Change. 
The lecture will be recorded for later viewing. Seating 
limited to 80. (p. 6)

Gently Led Yoga and Meditation for Peace 
Tuesdays, July 12, 19, 26, 6:00pm 
Thursdays, July 14, 21, 28, 6:00pm 
$10 per person/class, $2 with Massachusetts EBT, Connector 
Care, WIC, or SNAP card (must be presented at check-in)  
(p. 4)

AUGUST
Prosopon School of Iconography
August 1 - 6, 8:30am - 5:00pm 
Museum Members, $1,100; Not-yet-members, $1,195. Tuition 
includes 36 hours of instruction over six days and includes all 
materials, including the board, pigments, and gold leaf. (p. 6) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTSPROGRAMS

Gently Led Yoga and Meditation for Peace
• A 60–75-minute class
• To bring their own mat, pillow, and blanket
• An active class with some standing poses
• Gentle music to accompany the class
• Centering, breath awareness practice, warm-ups, 

posture sequence – available chairs will be used  
as a prop

• Guided meditation to end the class

Beth Woodruff graduated from the Kripalu Center of 
Yoga and Health in 2019. She leads studio and virtual 
classes in Hatha yoga, and teaches trauma-informed 
yoga classes for veterans, as well as local outreach 
classes to young adult populations in high school and 
college.

First Session 
Tuesdays, July 12, 19, 26, 6:00pm 
Thursdays, July 14, 21, 28, 6:00pm 
Second Session 
Tuesdays, August 9, 16, 23, 6:00pm  
Thursdays, August 11, 18, 25, 6:00pm  
$10 per person/class, $2 with Massachusetts EBT, 
Connector Care, WIC, or SNAP card (must be presented 
at check-in) Limited to 12 participants

Relax and unwind in the peaceful setting of the 
Museum in this gentle-to-moderate yoga class for all 
levels. Doors open at 5:30 and students are welcome 
to spend time in the galleries before joining the class 
in the auditorium. Students should be able to come up 
and down off their mat with ease, and can expect:

Register for all programs online: museumofrussianicons.org/calendar | Program fees are nonrefundable.

Thursday, July 7, 6:30-8:30pm  
Members $10, Not-yet-mem-
bers $18 
Limited to 12 participants, 
registration required by  
Friday, July 1

Red is a color that holds a 
myriad of meanings and 

throughout the centuries has come to hold a place 
of power and significance, particularly in Slavic 
cultures. In this interactive After Dark program hosted 
by Museum staff, participants will engage in a deep 
exploration of the connections between traditional 
and religious iconography in Russia and the visual 
language of the Soviet propaganda posters. The ticket 
includes food, drink, and a great discussion.The Fiery Ascent of the Prophet 

Elijah, about 1650, Russia, egg 
tempera on wood

Museum After Dark: Unearthing Red
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Raoul and Mary Smith 
Doctoral Dissertation 
Research Grant
The Museum of Russian Icons is 
pleased to announce the first 
recipient of the Raoul and Mary Smith Doctoral 
Dissertation Research Grant. Brett Donohoe, PhD 
candidate in the Department of Slavic Languages 
and Literatures at Harvard University, will make use of 
over 1,000 icons and a research library of over 2,000 
books, auction catalogs, and other resources. The 
Museum is excited to support Brett’s PhD work, and 
welcomes this opportunity to collaborate with a new 
scholar.

Conor Bellone currently attends 
Emmanuel College and is majoring 
in History and English. Conor will 
be researching the historical and 
contemporary materials used in 
icon painting, and the cultural and 
environmental impact of materials. 

Summer Interns
Thomas Feerick currently attends 
Northwestern University and is a 
PhD candidate in the Department 
of Slavic Languages and Litera-
tures. Thomas will be working on 
an interpretive project, creating 
in-gallery materials for visitors to 
engage with.  

One-day  
Artist-in-Residence  
with Christopher 
Gosey 
Saturday, August 20, 
10:00am-4:00pm,  
informal lecture at 1:00pm, 
Free with admission 

Iconographer Christopher Gosey will spend the day 
varnishing his icon of St. Tekle Haymanot, which was 
featured in the special exhibition Icons for Our Time: 
Orthodox Art from Around the World. He will be available 
to answer questions about Ethiopian icons and icon 
painting, and at 1:00pm will give an informal lecture on 
his work as an iconographer, focusing specifically on his 
early work using the encaustic method. He will address 
mummy portraits and how they influenced his icon 
painting while inviting visitors to interact with materials. 
After, visitors are encouraged to see the Museum’s new 
installation Mummy Portrait of a Man in the Main Gallery. 

Learn about Chris’s icon on page 7.

Saturday, September 17, 1:00-2:30pm  
89 minutes, silent  
Members $10, Not-yet-members $16, includes admis-
sion and popcorn 

The first feature film by the director of Battleship 
Potemkin, Sergei Eisenstein’s STRIKE is a visual tour-de-
force that employs dynamic editing and experimental 
camerawork to dramatize the saga of a bitterly fought 
factory strike in 1903. Often compared to Citizen Kane in 
terms of audacious directorial debuts, STRIKE embodies 
the revolutionary spirit of the Soviet people of the 1920s, 
cresting the waves of artistic and political idealism. 

The Museum commissioned this icon of St. Abuna Tekle Haymanot from New Hamp-
shire-based iconographer Christopher Gosey for the exhibition Icons for our Time: Ortho-
dox Art from Around the World and accepted it into the collection in March 2022. This icon 
contains hand-ground amphibole stones from Cohasset, Massachusetts, and powdered 
granite from the Holy City of Aksum in the Tigray Region of Ethiopia. For Ethiopian Ortho-
dox Christians, it is believed that Aksum was home to the Queen of Sheba, and the Ark of 
the Covenant’s final resting place. Visitors often wonder about the seven crowns depicted 
in the icon. The iconographer states: “Seven is the number of perfection and completion. 
Because of Tekle Haymanot’s extreme humility, and devotion to God, he was believed to 
have received seven crowns in paradise.”

Chris will be at the Museum on Saturday, August 20.

Collection Highlight: St. Abuna Tekle Haymanot

Film: Sergei Eisenstein’s STRIKE (1925)

Community  
Scholarship 
The Museum’s Education Commit-
tee awarded the Community 
Scholarship to Clinton High School 
senior Samantha Forde. Saman-
tha wrote a compelling essay that spoke about her 
community involvement through Student Council, and 
the impact community has had on her life. Samantha 
will be attending the College of Holy Cross in the fall. 

Lecture: Saving 
Ukrainian Art 
Saturday, July 9, 1:00-
2:30pm 
$8 members, $12 
nonmembers, includes 
admission. All proceeds 
will be donated to 
Museum for Change. 

The lecture will be recorded for later viewing. Seating 
limited to 80. 

How do museums adjust to the war and what can 
we do to protect Ukrainian heritage and history? The 
Museum is proud to welcome Oleksandra Koval-
chuk, acting director of the Odesa Fine Arts Museum, 
Ukraine, and volunteer leader and fundraiser of the 
NGO Museum for Change. Museum for Change is 
working to help Ukrainian museums to protect their 
collections. In this presentation, Oleksandra will speak 
about the Odesa Fine Arts Museum’s objects which 
convey stories of Odesa’s history and the values of the 
Ukrainian people. She will address the current situa-
tion for the museum and other Ukrainian museums, 
followed by a Q+A. 
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Hours:  
Thursday - Sunday, 10:00am - 4:00pm

Admission: 
FREE for Museum members 
Adults $12 
Seniors $10 
Students (with ID) $5 
Children 13 - 17 $5 
Children under 13 FREE

WHEN YOU VISIT

Free admission on the first Sunday 
of each month courtesy of the 

Nypro Foundation.

The Museum of Russian Icons 
vehemently condemns the military 

aggression on the sovereign 
country of Ukraine.

We stand with the courageous 
citizens of Ukraine and Russia who 
oppose this senseless act of war.


