
1 | MUSEUM OF RUSSIAN ICONS
203 UNION STREET, CLINTON, MA 01510 | museumofrussianicons.org | 978.598.5000

MUSEUM OF 
RUSSIAN 

ICONS

Programs: 
Piano Concert: 
Iconoclasts and 
Cosmopolitans, p. 6

Slavic Folk Dancing, 
p. 4 

Coming Soon: 
Images of Atheism: 
The Soviet Assault 
on Religion, p. 3

Farewell: 
Executive Director,  
Kent Russell retires, p. 2

Going Green: 
Take our newsletter 
survey, p. 8 

INSIDE:



2 | MUSEUM OF RUSSIAN ICONS

Virtual International Conference 
The Visual Culture of Iconoclasm and Atheism

June 10-11, 2022

This conference will explore the themes of iconoclasm, atheism, and 
the implications of state-and church-sponsored dogma in Soviet 
Russia. Watch our website for upcoming details.

Executive Director Kent Russell will retire from the 
Museum in May after more than 16 years of commit-
ted leadership. A pragmatic visionary, Kent was 

integral to the founding, building, and expansion of the 
Museum and guided it through years of dynamic growth.

Before working with late founder Gordon Lankton to open 
the Museum, Kent served in many curatorial and direc-
torial roles across the US and Ireland; including Execu-
tive Director of the Higgins Armory Museum in Worcester 
from 1996 to 2007, Curator of Collections at the Fitchburg 
Museum in Fitchburg, MA, Associate Director for Programs 
and Education at the Parrish Art Museum in Southampton, 
N.Y., and Managing Director of the Arts Council of Northern 
Ireland Gallery in Belfast, Ireland. He served as president of 
the New England Museum Association from 2005 to 2007, 
chair of the American Association of Museum Council of 
Regions, and is currently Vice President on the Executive 
Committee of the New England Botanic Garden at Tower 
Hill, Massachusetts.

“I met Gordon Lankton in 1995 while I was curator at the 

Executive Director  
Kent Russell Retires
Fitchburg Art Museum,” recounts Kent. “I had heard that 
an art collector was running a manufacturing plant 
nearby in Clinton. So, I called him up, and he said, ‘come 
on by, and I’ll give you a tour.’

“Over time, we became friends, which led to organizing 
his first icon exhibit at the Higgins Armory Museum in 2004 
called Shields of Faith. Gordon then asked me to join him 
and architect David Durrant to design a museum for his 
collection. I worked with the team for two years to estab-
lish the Museum of Russian Icons.

“Then, in 2006, when I was offered a leadership position 
at another museum in New England, I went to Gordon to 
say goodbye, and right then and there, he asked me to 
join his team full time instead. My work at his Museum has 
been a blast and an exceptional opportunity for me to 
see philanthropy up close. The bonus was traveling with 
Gordon many times to Russia and Europe to organize 
international exhibitions for the Museum, hunt for icons, 
or attend auctions worldwide; it never felt like work. Isn’t 
that just the best way to live a life?”

To say the staff and Board of the Museum will miss Kent’s 
steady leadership, sense of teamwork, and fantastic wit 
is a vast understatement. But we are excited for him and 
his wife Aisling to begin their next chapter, and forever 
grateful that he is leaving the Museum so well-positioned 
for a successful future.

Gordon Lankton, left, and Kent Russell at the London British Museum for a 
conference at Kings College Cambridge.

Late Soviet era 
playing cards.
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COMING SOON

      May 5 – October 2, 2022

Karl Marx’s dictum that “Religion is the opium of the people” permeated offi-
cial culture and everyday life in the former USSR. For over seven decades, 
the Soviet state waged an aggressive media campaign against religion 

and its institutions, blitzing the population with a steady stream of visually 
persuasive posters and other graphic materials. 

Images of Atheism explores the role of visual propaganda in this war against 
religion (ca. 1920–1990). With their eye-catching design, strident slogans, 
and stereotyped characters, the posters and publications of Soviet atheism 
demonized the world’s religions and jeered at those who practiced them. 
Above all, they appealed to young people by promising a new world of abun-
dance and moral values replacing the superstitions and injustices of the past. 

The exhibition shows the shifting strategies deployed in the 
Soviet war on religion, at times appealing to science and reason, 
at others stoking fear and resentment, or exposing individual 
expressions of faith to ridicule. Among the exhibit’s highlights are 
two reconstructions of Atheist’s Corners from the 1920s (one  is 
virtual and interactive); a rare portfolio of antireligious alphabet 
cards targeting schoolchildren; and posters from the Brezh-
nev era meant to stem the growing religiosity of Soviet citizens 
as communism approached its end. Uniting the images from 
across this seventy-year span is a visual language of right and 
wrong, us and other, whose coercive power can still be felt today.

COMRADES, CLEAN OUT THE CULT’S CLAPTRAP! 
Mikhail Mikhailovich Cheremnykh (1890-1962), The 
letter Б from The Anti-Religious Alphabet, 1932, 
Color lithograph. Courtesy, Memorial Art Gallery 
of the University of Rochester; Marion Stratton 
Gould Fund

Images of Atheism:  
THE SOVIET ASSAULT ON RELIGION

SACK THE SAINTS-SOW THE SEEDS  
Mikhail Mikhailovich Cheremnykh (1890-1962) The letter У from The Anti-
Religious Alphabet, 1932, color lithograph. Courtesy, Memorial Art Gallery 
of the University of Rochester; Marion Stratton Gould Fund

MEMBER OPENING RECEPTION: THURSDAY, MAY 5, 6:00-8:00PM

CALLING ALL MEMBERS! Please join us to celebrate the opening of Images of Atheism: The Soviet 
Assault on Religion. We’re pleased to be offering wine, hors d’oeuvres, and tours once again. Not 
a member yet? Join today on our website: museumofrussianicons.org/membership. RSVP by 
Monday, May 2: museumofrussianicons.org/event/opening

The Museum currently requires proof of full vaccination along with a photo ID to participate in this event. 
Please visit our website (museumofrussianicons.org/plan-your-visit) to view the full policy. The Museum is 

continuing to monitor the COVID-19 situation and reserves the right to make changes to this policy.
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Member Opening Reception
Thursday, May 5, 6:00-8:00pm (see p. 3)

Slavic Language Exploration Day
Saturday, May 14, 12:00-3:00pm 
Free with admission 

Explore Slavic languages through the avenues of 
music, cartoons, crafts, and more! Drop in for one or 
more activities and pick up a few words or phrases 
along the way. This event is organized by the Museum’s 
Education Intern Astara Bastille. 

12:00pm: Tour of the Museum’s permanent collection in 
Russian with docent Larissa Dyan 
1:00-3:00pm: Drop-in Slavic-inspired crafts  
1:00-1:30pm: Introduction to Soviet musicians  
2:00-2:30pm: Introduction to Soviet cartoons

Folk Concert: Grunya Ensemble 
Sunday, May 15, 2:00-3:00pm  
(see p. 6)

Piano Concert: Iconoclasts and Cosmopolitans
Saturday, May 21, 2:00-4:30pm   
Concert, 2:00pm; Reception 3:30pm 
(see p. 6)

Learn Slavic Folk Dancing 
with Yana Veselova
Sunday, May 22, 11:00am-12:30pm 
(instruction in English) 
Sunday, May 22, 1:00-2:30pm 
(instruction in Russian) 
Members $8, Nonmembers $12, 
each class limited to 25 partici-
pants

Start with a moderate warm-
up, then learn the basics of 
the East Slavic folk dance 
chorovod. No experience 
required.

APRIL
Free First Sunday 
Sunday, April 3, 10:00am-4:00pm 

Enjoy free admission all day, courtesy of the Nypro 
Foundation. This Sunday, visitors can enjoy an Easter 
egg hunt throughout the museum. Find 
all the eggs and collect a prize at the 
front desk. 

Mother’s Day Tea 
Saturday, April 30, 1:00-3:00pm  
Members $35, Not-yet-members $40 
Limited to 30 participants, registration 
required by Friday, April 22 

Celebrate spring and Moth-
er’s Day by participating in an 
afternoon of traditional Russian 
tea service with Russian hostess 
Larissa Dyan. See proof of vaccination 
policy, page 3.

MAY
On May 24, Slavic countries celebrate the Day of Slavic 
Writing and Culture, commemorating Saints Cyril and 
Methodius, the brothers who brought Orthodoxy to the 
Slavic people and developed the foundations of the 
Cyrillic alphabet. The Museum’s celebration of Slavic 
culture extends throughout May. 

Free First Sunday 
Sunday, May 1, 10:00am-4:00pm

Enjoy free admission all day,  
courtesy of the Nypro Foundation. 

Free First Sunday Concert: Slavic Tunes Choir  
Sunday, May 1, 2:00-2:30pm (see p. 6)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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JUNE
Film: State Funeral (2019)
Saturday, June 4, 1:00-3:30pm  
Dir. Sergei Loznitsa, 155 minutes with brief intermission, 
Russian with English subtitles 
Members $10, Not-yet-members $15, includes Museum 
admission 

In the days immediately following the death of Joseph 
Stalin, countless citizens flooded the Red Square to 
mourn their leader’s loss and witness his burial. Sergei 
Loznitsa (The Event, The Trial) has crafted one of his 
most astonishing nonfiction achievements. An immer-
sive recreation of a key moment in Soviet history, State 
Funeral presents an all-too-timely commentary on the 
terrifying absurdities inherent to totalitarianism and the 
cult of personality.

Free First Sunday 
Sunday, June 5, 10:00am-4:00pm

Enjoy free admission all day, 
courtesy of the Nypro Founda-
tion. 

PROGRAM REGISTRATION
Register for all programs & workshops online: 
www.museumofrussianicons.org/calendar | 
More information on each program is available 
on our website | Program fees are non-re-
fundable | Masks are mandatory to enter the 
Museum and participate in programs

Virtual Tea Tasting: Get 
to Know Loose-leaf Teas 
Sunday, June 5, 1:00-2:00pm  
Members $90, Not-yet-mem-
bers $100  
Limited to 20 participants (US 
residents only), registration is 
required by May 15 to ensure 
delivery of tea by the event 
date 

In this introductory tea 
tasting, participants will 
experience three different 

examples of world-class tea, directly sourced from 
small farms in Asia and selected across a range of tea 
categories. 

Each participant will be mailed a tasting kit ahead of 
the event, which includes three loose-leaf tea samples 
(approximately 10 grams each; enough to brew at the 
event and for one or two additional tea sessions), as 
well as a printed tea steeping chart. This program is 
presented by In Pursuit of Tea (inpursuitoftea.com). 

Virtual Conference 
The Visual Culture of Iconoclasm and Atheism
June 10-11 (see p. 2)

Virtual Conversation with 
author Margarita Gokun Silver 
Saturday, June 18, 1:00-2:00pm 
Free, registration required by Friday,  
June 17. Zoom link will be emailed 
the morning of the event. 

Growing up Jewish in the Soviet 
Union, writer Margarita Gokun Silver knew nothing 
about Judaism. For her and the majority of Soviet Jews, 
Jewishness was a line in their passports, an ethnicity 
recorded in official documents, and a fact that elicited 
institutionalized discrimination. Margarita will discuss 
growing up Jewish yet ignorant of Judaism and how 
she learned about the religion of her ancestors after 
emigrating to the US. 

This program is supported by a grant from the Bridge Street Fund, a 
special initiative of Mass Humanities.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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CONCERTS

Free First Sunday Concert:  
Slavic Tunes Choir  
Sunday, May 1, 2:00-2:30pm  
Free, seating limited to 50, available on a first-come-first-
serve basis 

Under the direction of Maria Jockusch, the choir 
preserves the cultural music heritage of East Slavic 
peoples. Songs will be performed in Russian and 
Ukrainian, and hymns will be performed in Church 
Slavonic.

Folk Concert: Grunya Ensemble 
Sunday, May 15, 2:00-3:00pm  
Free with admission, seating limited to 50, available on a 
first-come, first-serve basis

Under the direction of Evgeniy Bagrintsev and Ghily-
ana Dordzhieva, the group will perform authentic 
Russian village songs from the regions of Siberia, 
Belgorod, Pskov, and Arkhangel’sk. These songs are 
ritual, lyrical, and historical. The audience will be invit-
ed to participate in the Russian folk dance chorovod. 

Piano Concert: Iconoclasts and Cosmopolitans
Saturday, May 21, 2:00-4:30pm   
Concert, 2:00pm; Reception 3:30pm 
MoRI and BRAI Members: $25 before May 8, $30 after. Not-yet-members: $30 before May 8, $35 after.  
At the door Members/Not-yet-members: $40.

This piano concert, presented in collaboration with 
the Ballets Russes Arts Initiative, explores five decades 
of innovative music in the USSR. Pianist and musi-
cologist Dr. Anastasia Seifetdinova will perform and 
speak briefly about composers who drew criticism 
and consequences from Soviet authorities by going 
against the established aesthetic ideology and its 
dogmas. The program includes music by Shostakovich, 
Prokofiev, Aram Khachaturian, Rodion Shchedrin, and 

Register for all programs online: museumofrussianicons.org/calendar | Program fees are nonrefundable.

Sofia Gubaidulina. A wine and cheese reception will 
follow the performance. 

The Museum currently requires proof of full vaccina-
tion along with a photo ID to participate in the recep-
tion. Please visit our website to review the full policy. 
The Museum is continuing to monitor the COVID-19 
situation and reserves the right to makes changes to 
this policy.
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A Genuine Thank You to Our 
Generous Donors
As with any cultural institution, donors are the lifeblood 
of our budget. Your donations allow the Museum to 
preserve our extraordinary collection of over 1,000 
icons and sacred artifacts, present temporary exhi-
bitions expanding our understanding of Russian and 
Slavic culture, and offer programs that delight and 
educate.

Whether you’ve donated to our Annual Appeal, the 
Gordon B. Lankton Collection Fund, become a member 
or attended a program, you’ve contributed to the 
Museum, and we appreciate your support. So please 
accept this genuine thank you from the Staff and 
Board of the Museum. We hope to see you around the 
Museum in person or virtually very soon.

My name is Astara Bastille (she/her) 
and I am a second year student at 
Wellesley College majoring in Russian 
Area Studies and Italian Studies. 

Меня зовут Астара Басти (она/
её), я учусь на втором курсе в Wellesley College, и я 
специализируюсь на русском языке и итальянском языке.

I plan to pursue a career in interpretation or transla-
tion. As an Education Intern, I am currently working on 
finding contemporary Russian language novels for the 
book group, researching references to iconography 
in Russian literature, and developing a program for 
Slavic Language Exploration Day (see page 4). Working 
for the Museum of Russian Icons has already been a 
phenomenal experience, and I am excited to continue 
to learn about the Russian language, culture, history, 
and people.  

До скорого!

Meet the InternPysanka: Symbol of Renewal
March 17 – July 24, 2022

The Museum is pleased to announce the reinstallation 
of Maine-based Ukrainian contemporary artist Lesia 
Sochor’s Pysanka: Symbol of Renewal, an exhibition 
inspired by the beautiful tradition of intricately deco-
rated Ukrainian Easter egg painting.

The egg as the embodiment of the life force has 
been associated with mythical and religious ceremo-
nies from the earliest pagan times. Through time, the 
pysanka, a decorated egg, became deeply important 
in spring rituals as a symbol of nature’s rebirth. It was 
common among all Slavic peoples, and various forms 
of the pysanka were prevalent as far back as five thou-
sand years before Christ.

This exhibition, held in the Museum’s auditorium, will 
include three new paintings in response to the military 
agression in Ukraine.

 “Ukraine has endured historical hardships but  
 remains strong in its beliefs and determined to  
 steer its own path. I am honored to share this  
 work that connects me to my roots, the homeland  
 of my ancestors.” 

 —Lesia Sochor

Lesia Sochor, Ritual, 1997, oil on canvas
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Hours:  
Thursday - Sunday, 10:00am - 4:00pm

Admission: 
FREE for Museum members 
Adults $12 
Seniors $10 
Students (with ID) $5 
Children 13 - 17 $5 
Children under 13 FREE 

Masks are mandatory regardless of 
vaccination status when visiting the 
Museum and attending programs.

WHEN YOU VISIT

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
We’re considering changing our newsletter to an 
all-digital format. Instead of receiving this in your mailbox 
every quarter, you would receive it in your inbox. We’ll 
save lots of green (as in trees and money) and be able to 
deliver even more content.

Let us know what you think by taking a short (just three 
questions) survey. Scan this QR code for 
your chance to sound off.

Thanks for your help!

Free admission on the first Sunday 
of each month courtesy of the 

Nypro Foundation.


