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The Museum is pleased to 
announce the appointment of 
Dr. Lana Sloutsky as Curator of 
Collections and Exhibitions. In 
her role, Dr. Sloutsky will work to 
deepen the understanding of the 
museum’s permanent collection 
and be responsible for developing 
exhibitions and related programs. 

She will start on September 14, 2020. 

Dr. Sloutsky is a seasoned university lecturer and highly 
respected specialist in Byzantine and Russian icons. In 
partnership with Professor Wendy Salmond, editor of the 
Journal of Icon Studies, she will assist in making the Journal 
a preeminent research publication. She will support and 
strengthen the museum both strategically and substantively, 
and join our team as an advocate and spokesperson for the 
institution. 

WELCOME DR. LANA SLOUTSKY!

SAFETY MEASURES:

• The Museum staff will regularly sanitize high-touch 
areas, including handrails, door handles, and elevator 
buttons

• Hand sanitizer will be available for our guests

• Visitors and staff must wear coverings over their nose and 
mouth while in the Museum. The Museum will offer face 
coverings to those who do not have them if supplies allow

• Visits are limited to 1½ hours

• Reminders to maintain social distancing will be posted

MUSEUM TO REOPEN FRIDAY JULY 17
The Museum is excited to announce our reopening date of 
Friday, July 17. We will be running on a reduced schedule 
and implementing guidelines suggested by the CDC and the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts such as mandatory face 
coverings, social distancing, and enhanced cleaning.

NEW PROTOCOLS
Admission will be by reservation. A maximum of 20 guests 
will be allowed in the Museum during each time slot.

HOURS:

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 11:00am - 5:00pm 
Closed Monday - Thursday

Available times:  
11:00am - 12:30pm 
12:30 - 2:00pm 
2:00 - 3:30pm 
3:30 - 5:00pm

Dr. Sloutsky, who received her Ph.D. from the History of Art 
and Architecture Department at Boston University, has been 
an instructor at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston for over ten 
years, where she has lectured on a wide variety of topics and 
exhibitions for both the general public and private groups. 
She has lectured at many academic institutions in the Boston 
area, including the Massachusetts College of Art and Design, 
Simmons University, Boston University, and the Hellenic 
College of the Holy Cross. 

Dr. Sloutsky has received a number of research grants and cur-
rently serves as the editor of the H-Medieval website.

“I am absolutely thrilled and truly humbled to join the 
Museum of Russian Icons with its extraordinary collection and 
world class resources. As curator, I am very excited to delve 
into the collection and find new ways to share it with the schol-
arly community, collectors, and the public,” said Sloutsky

Read the full press release at museumofrussianicons.org.

Reservations can be made by calling Visitor Services: 
978.598.5000. Walk-in admissions cannot be guaranteed 
but will be permitted when there is availability.
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CURRENT EXHIBITIONS

The Long Way Home:  
A photographic journey with  
Gordon Lankton

July 10 - September 27

Guest curator Christine Stratford searched through the 
thousands of photographs that Gordon Lankton took during 
his life-changing trip in 1956-57 and selected 40 from 
around the globe.

Tradition & Opulence:  
Easter in Imperial Russia
July 10 - October 25

Over 200 Easter eggs and objects, from 
the firms of Fabergé and its competitors,  
are featured in Tradition & Opulence: 
Easter in Imperial Russia. A full-color 
catalog including essays on Easter 
traditions in imperial Russia will be 
available in the Museum Shop and on 
the Museum's website.

Photograph by Gordon Lankton, Republic Day, New Delhi, India, 
January 26, 1957
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FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK 
To our members and supporters:

It is with great pleasure that we announce 
our reopening on Friday, July 17th.

Although the coronavirus disrupted the 
entire world, it also reminded us that we 
are all one human family, together in this 

crisis. While we have been closed, the staff has focused on 
defining our mission and reinstalling our galleries. When 
you return, you will see much more of our permanent 
collection on display.

We have appointed Dr. Lana Sloutsky, the Museum's first 
permanent curator of collections and exhibitions. As you 
see from the article on the front of this newsletter, she is 
exceptionally qualified, and I am confident she will be a 
dynamic member of our team. 

This time has been challenging for the Museum. Income is 
down, we haven't seen a visitor at our front desk for months, 
and we are struggling as are all cultural organizations to 
maintain support, donations, and membership. It's been 
difficult for some of us personally as we have lost friends to 
the virus. 

As a staff, we recognize the opportunities that we have. Far 
too many of our fellow citizens do not have the luxury of 
keeping their jobs and working from home or living a life 
free of fear. The struggle for inclusion and defining who we 
are within one nation and one world is real and painful. Here 
at the Museum of Russian Icons, we encourage a dialogue 
about cultural differences, and we find great common 
ground through these conversations. Since our founding 
over thirteen years ago, we have shared the stories of Russia 
and its icons in the hope that we bring some understanding 
and respect between our peoples.

Crises can usher in change, and at the Museum of Russian 
Icons, this has indeed been the case. We hope that you will 
continue to support us.

Stay well,

Kent Russell, CEO/Curator
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July
Zoom Webinar: Icons in the Time of Trouble

Saturday, July 18, 1:00-2:00pm 
Members free, Nonmembers $5 
Limited to 100 participants  

Have you ever wondered what people did with icons 
during fires, wars, invasions, and pandemics? Can these 
stories teach us anything in our troubled times? How 
does a practicing iconographer organize and make sense 
of our troubled world each day through the practice of 
iconography? Join iconographer Lydia Lynette Hull as she 
explores these questions and topics. Audience questions are 
welcomed. 

Zoom Program: Family 
Icon Comics Workshop 
with Cartoonist Marek 
Bennett

Saturday, July 25, 10:00-2:00  
(instruction is from 10:00am – 
11:00am and 1:00pm-2:00pm 
with independent work time in 
between) 
Member families $15,  
Nonmember families $20 
Appropriate for ages 7-12 
Limited to 20 participants, 

registration required by Sunday, July 19.

How is a comic book like an icon? Both traditions use 
stylized, eye-catching images to guide readers through 
complex stories using a language unique to the medium. 
In this workshop you'll create  your own iconic image (or, 
in comics parlance, a "Splash Page") from a favorite family 
story using the visual language of icon painting AND 
comic book cartooning. Participants can work with family 
members as an intergenerational team, or each can work on 
their own original page. Use a family story, and maybe a 
photograph or two, or design an original icon/splash page 
based on one of a roster of saints provided by the museum.  
This program will be conducted via Zoom.  

Marek Bennett is a cartoonist, teacher, & musician based 
in Henniker, NH.  He is the author of comics travelogues 
like Sharjah Sketchbook (2020), and The Civil War Diary of 
Freeman Colby (ongoing). marekbennett.com

August 
Zoom Webinar:  
Exploring The Long Way Home exhibition 
Saturday, August 15, 1:00-2:30pm 
Members free, Nonmembers $5  
Limited to 100 participants 

Over a year’s worth of planning and preparation has 
gone into creating the exhibition The Long Way Home: 
A photographic journey with Gordon Lankton. Hear from 
museum CEO/curator Kent Russell, consultant Karen 
Lankton, and exhibition curator Chris Stratford about the 
process of translating The Long Way Home from book to 
exhibition including mapping Gordon’s motorcycle journey 
and selecting the photographs. 

September 
Contemporary Russian Literature Book  
Group via Zoom
Sunday, September 13, 1:00-3:00pm Free. New members 
always welcome. This month’s book: The Mountain and the 
Wall by Alisa Ganieva. Call 978.598.5000 to join.

Zoom Meeting: Coffee & Collections  
Wednesday, September 16, 11:00 –11:45am 
Free  
Limited to 50 participants 

Is there something you have always wanted to know about the 
Museum’s collection? Grab a cup of coffee and join registrar 
Laura Garrity-Arquitt for a moderated Q+A. Submit your 
questions ahead of time to info@museumofrussianicons.org. 
Time permitting, Laura will take additional questions live.

VIRTUAL PROGRAMS
Register for programs at museumofrussianicons.org or call 
the Museum: 978.598.5000

Original map used by Gordon Lankton during his 27,000+ mile journey
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When You Visit...
The Museum is located at  
203 Union Street 
Clinton, MA 01510 
978.598.5000 
www.museumofrussianicons.
org

For reservations call 
978.598.5000

New Hours: 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday: 
11AM–5PM 
Closed Monday-Thursday

Admission:  
FREE for Museum Members! 
Adults $10 
Seniors (59 and over) $7 
Students (with ID) $5 
Children (3–17) $5  
Children under 3 FREE

The Museum of Russian Icons  
is a proud member of:

Support for First Sunday  
programs provided by:

N 
F 
YPRO 

OUNDATION 

The Museum participates in the EBT  
Card to Culture Program

Enjoy a Group Tour Virtually!
Group tours are currently not available onsite, but the Museum is offering 
Zoom lectures for rate of $50 per group, up to 100 attendees. Lectures can 
be tailored to the group’s interest and can cover a variety of topics from the 
development of the Russian icon, to the role of icons throughout Russia’s 
history. The fee includes a 1-hour program with time for questions and 
answers. For K-12 schools and homeschoolers, an art-making component 
can be added on. To learn more, please contact Amy Consalvi at aconsalvi@
museumofrussianicons.org


